All Things Spiritual 
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Have you noticed that America has become more spiritual? I did not say that we have become more righteous or more Christian but more spiritual. We are a nation of a myriad of blended spiritual beliefs. During the past 50 years there has been a steady inflow of individuals into our great country and many new-comers have also brought with them their ancient spiritual teachings from their homelands.  As a result, the Christian church must be careful to remain pure and true in Biblical teaching and preaching without being influenced by other religious ideologies.
How often have we heard the statement, “America was built upon Christian principles”? Those of us who hold to this truth have proof beyond any reasonable doubt! Patrick Henry, a prominent figure in the American Revolution, known and remembered for his "Give me Liberty, or give me Death!" speech boldly declared: “It cannot be emphasized too strongly that this great nation was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians; not on religions, but on the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For this very reason peoples of other faiths have been afforded asylum, prosperity and freedom of worship here.” The United Sates Supreme Court of 1892 stated, “Our laws and our institutions must necessarily be based upon and embody the teachings of the Redeemer of mankind. It is impossible that it should be otherwise; and in this sense and to this extent our civilization and our institutions are emphatically Christian." While they made certain not to endorse any denomination of religion over another, the founders of this nation made it clear that the principles upon which this Nation was built are based squarely upon the Bible.
Almost every one of the 55 writers and signers of the United States Constitution were members of various Christian denominations: 29 were Anglicans, 16 to 18 were Calvinists, 2 were Methodists, 2 were Lutherans, 1 lapsed Quaker and sometimes Anglican, and 1 open deist--Dr. Franklin who attended every kind of Christian worship, called for public prayer, and contributed to all denominations. 
However, the influence of spiritual eastern thought upon Christianity in our culture has led many of the faithful away from Bible teaching. While we are a country of religious freedoms, it is necessary that we, (the Christian Church) remind faithful to our Christian foundations if we profess Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and Savior. Not all religions are the same! All do not believe the gospel of Jesus Christ! Even the teachers that deviate from the foundations of Christian truth often incorporate Biblical quotations and use the name of Christ in their literature.  

There are several things we should know about embracing the faith of our forefathers. 

1. First, Jesus taught there would be a deluge of false Christian teachers. In Matthew 24:4 Jesus said, “Take heed that no man deceive you, for many shall come in my name, saying I am the Christ and shall deceive many”. Notice He said, “Many shall come and many will be deceived!” Verse eleven of the same chapter states, “many false prophets shall arise and shall deceive many”. Galatians 1:7, the Apostle Paul wrote, “there will be some who trouble you and would pervert the gospel of Christ”. In verse eight of the same chapter Paul goes on to say, “If we or an angel from Heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached, let him be accursed”. The word accursed means, “banned, excommunicated or cut off”. In other words, do not tolerate any perversion of the true gospel of Jesus Christ. 

2. Beware of those who teach some new thing, some new doctrine, some new revelation or some spiritual art incorporated from mystic religious or some form of enlightenment. It is this type of teaching that the Apostle Paul warns about in Colossians 2: 8, 18, and 23. If a teaching requires secret arts passed on by superiors or exalted masters it most likely will not have it’s origin in the fundamental truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ. These religious groups will most likely quote scripture, refer to Jesus and claim to be Christian in nature. When exposed, they often become hesitant to disassociate from teachings not founded in scripture but insist upon their association with Christianity. But remember, Jesus did not have to hold special classes to teach His disciples to heal, raise the dead or the performing of miracles. The gifts of healings and working of miracles of the early church were a result of God Himself through the power of the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 2:1). The only requirement by Jesus Christ is a true belief that He is the Son of the Living God, the true Messiah of men’s sins and a complete trust in Him as personal Lord and Savior having confessed our sins and turned from unrighteousness to the truth of the one true God. Then God can use us for His purposes. It will not be us using God to perform some spiritual feat. 
3. Watch out if a religious teaching refers to God as a life force, healing force, universal energy, healing energy, a universal force, cosmic energy, or something that can be channeled by some technique learned in a class. God is absolutely sovereign and does as He wills (Psalm 115:3). He is not some force or energy that can be controlled to provide some form of spiritual magic. To speak of God in these terms is to do away with the true personality of God. Jesus did not channel a universal energy or cosmic force when He went about doing good and healing those who were sick and oppressed of the devil but He was anointed by the Holy Spirit for God was with Him (Acts 10:38). The power of God did not (and still does not) come through a technique or secret teaching but from the Person of Jesus Christ. It is His authority over illness that Christ gave His disciples, not a learned technique (Matthew 10:1; Mark 3:13-15; Luke 9:1). 
4. Finally, all true Christian teaching does not elevate any doctrine, person, leader or idea above the Lordship of Jesus Christ and His cross. Often false teachers will emphasize one teaching above others. For example, false teaching often embraces the supremacy of some exalted office in the church such as prophet or church head, some doctrine of healing, one of the commandments or spiritual giftedness. Most false teachings offer a form of spirituality without any true repentance. Often times it may be something as simple as a deviation away from the fundamental truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ taught inside a church Bible class or the infusion of oriental religions with Christian beliefs. 
The idea that all religious beliefs will lead you to God simply is not true. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). Acts 4:12 states “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
The all inclusive, politically correct, non offensive approach to spirituality of our age is contrary to the preaching of the cross of Jesus Christ. Paul said, “The cross of Christ is an offence” (Galatians 5:11). To admit that one is a sinner in need of the mercy and grace of God is humbling. The cross of Christ stands in contrast to the prideful, self imposed concept of spirituality which is endorsed by many of our day. There can be no true spirituality outside of the realm of remorse over our sinful and wicked ways. Yet the only way to salvation is through the cross of Christ. Whatever spirituality we may have is based entirely upon the grace of God, not works of the flesh, religion or any other vain philosophy of man. 
Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
