Are You a Friend of God?
Pastor Dan Southern

“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.” John 15: 13-15

Are you a friend of God or are you at enmity with God? Webster’s dictionary defines “friend” as “a favored companion.”  What an amazing thought that God would want us to be “a favored companion”! The word in the Greek text of scripture denotes someone who is “dearly loved”. Verse sixteen of the same chapter makes it clear that God was the one choosing us as His friend. In other words, God has befriended us. We who at one time “walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved). Ephesians 2:2-5. God would like to have you as His friend. 
There is an old song of the church that says, “What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and grief to bear”. Recently, a contemporary Christian praise song is being sung in churches across the land that says, “I am a friend of God, He calls me friend”. Think about it! God wants you to be His friend.

There are several places in the Bible where God and Jesus referred to certain individuals are their friends.  For instance, in the Old Testament, God spoke to Moses as a man speaks to his friend, (Exodus. 33:11).  Abraham is called the friend of God, (2 Chronicles 20:7, James 2:23).  Abraham’s seed, the faithful of Israel, are called the friends of God, (Isaiah 41:8).  In the New Testament a man named Lazarus is called a friend by Jesus, (John 11:11).  In John 15, the disciples are called Christ’s friends.  Even more amazing is the fact that one of the charges the enemies of Christ made against Jesus was that He was a “friend of publicans and sinners”, (Matthew 11:19).  But, even this makes sense when we read (Matthew 26:50).  In this verse a man named Judas is leading an army to arrest Jesus and the Lord calls Judas “friend”.
I thank God for true friends!  Aristotle was once asked, “What is a friend?”  He replied, “A single soul dwelling in two bodies.” A British publication once offered a prize for the best definition of a friend. Among the thousands of answers received were the following: "One who multiplies joys, divides grief, and whose honesty is inviolable." "One who understands our silence." "A volume of sympathy bound in cloth." "A watch that beats true for all time and never runs down." The winning definition read: "A friend is the one who comes in when the whole world has gone out." Bits & Pieces, July, 1991.

Let’s look at how Jesus displays all the characteristics of a true friend. 

1. A true friend loves you no matter what. Proverbs 17:17 says, “A friend loves at all times”. God’s love is unconditional. He loves us in spite of our faults and failures. Jesus is the model of real friendship. Romans 5:8 states, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

2. A true friend tells you the truth. Proverbs 27:6 and 9 reads, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend”… “Ointment and perfume delight the heart, and the sweetness of a man’s friend gives delight by hearty counsel.” God always has your best interests in mind. A true will always tell you the truth even when it doesn’t feel good or isn’t pleasant to hear. Truth is the foundation for true friendship. Jesus is that model for us. First Timothy 2:3 and 4 says, “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth”.

3. A true friend is there when you need help. (Job 6:14 states, “To him who is afflicted, kindness should be shown by his friend.”  A true is willing to listen. He is able to act and do what is necessary to help and assist his friend in need. 
Again, Jesus is our model for true friendship. The Bible reads of Christ, “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:14-16).

4. A true friend encourages you to be a better person. “As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend (Proverbs 27:17). A true friend will want to see you reach your full potential. They will rejoice at your success.
This is God’s desire for you! Jesus said, Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect (Matthew 5:48). In Jeremiah 29:11, God says, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. God has extended His hand of friendship to us. He has so much more to offer the relationship than we do. 

5. A true friend is faithful. Proverbs 18:24 states, “man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother”. That friend who will always be at your side is God Himself. He has promised to never leave us or to forsake us (Hebrews 13:5, 6; Matthew 28:20). A true friend will keep his promises. They will be devoted to you. Jesus is the model of a true and faithful friend.  The scriptures says of Him “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:35-39)

Do you know this Friend? Why not get acquainted with Him today. He is the best friend I have ever had. He will be yours too. 

Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072. SPECIAL NOTE: OUR WORSHIP SERVICE STARTS AT 10:30 A.M. 

