Are You Ready for the Rapture?
Pastor Dan Southern
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died. We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have died. For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the Christians who have die will rise from their graves. Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever.  So encourage each other with these words.
Although the word “rapture” is often used in theological discussions, it is never used in the Bible. This does not mean however, that it is an unscriptural term, or that it should not be used. In verse seventeen of our text we find the words “caught up,” which mean “to snatch or catch away” (W.E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, Vol. I, published by Fleming H. Revell Company, Old Tappan, New Jersey; pg. 174). This is essentially the idea found in the Latin word “RAPTO,” from which we get our English word “rapture.” The Latin word meant “to seize, to carry off” (Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Ready, published by Victor Books, Wheaton, Illinois; pg. 89).

The teaching of the “Rapture” is a doctrinal belief that one day Christ will return at an unknown time to receive the church to Himself into the heavenlies. Therefore, those who have placed their trust in the Lord for salvation are eagerly awaiting His return to earth. His return to “rapture” the church unto Himself marks the beginning of the ‘Day of the Lord”.  A time when God will bring a close to human history as we know it and set up His rule on the earth. 
NOTE: “The Day of the Lord” is believed by many to begin immediately after the rapture of the church. This term is used to refer to the period of time after the Rapture of the Church and ending with the creation of the new heavens and new earth after the Millennial Kingdom. Its occurrence cannot be specifically fixed due to the fact that it follows the Rapture, which also cannot be specifically fixed as to its time of occurrence.

The rapture of the church is taught through out scripture. Jesus is coming for His Church to take them up to Heaven (Luke 21:36; John 14:1-3; 1Thessalonians 1:10, 4:14-17, 5:9; Revelation 3:10). The church will be caught up with Him in the air, in the clouds (1Thessalonians 4:13-18). Jesus will appear to believers only (Matthew 5:8, John 11:40, Hebrews 9:28). Christians are taken, the unbelievers are left behind (Matthew 25:1-13; Revelation 3:8-10; 4:1, 1Thessalonians 4:13-18). The purpose of the “rapture” is to present the church to Himself and to the Father in heaven (2 Corinthians 11:2; Revelations 19:6-9). It will happen in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye (1Corinthians 15:52). Christians are changed and receive spiritual bodies and then they are received into heaven and become immortal (Matthew 22:30; 1Corinthians 15:52; 1John 3:2). The rapture” will occur as a thief in the night, at a time the scripture says, “no man knows the day or hour' (Matthews 24:43; 1Thessaloins 5:4-6; Revelation 3:3). It will be like the days of Noah and Lot when there is marrying and giving in marriage, drunkenness and a general rebellion toward God (2 Peter 2:7-9, Matthew 24:37-44). The dead in Christ will rise first and together with the living saints will be changed into their new bodies and leave earth to be with Jesus (1Thessalonians 4:14-16). The “rapture is a message of hope and comfort for those who believe in Christ (1Thessalonians 4:18; Titus 2:13; 1John 3:3). 
The idea of a “Rapture” may be a rather mysterious or vague event to many people. However, the Scriptures conclusively points out the certainty of this event. Though we are not told the exact time of the Rapture, we do know that it is the next great event on the eschatological agenda. As certainly as you are reading this article, the information which I have just given to you will take place.
My question and concern is not the certainty of the “Rapture”, but, “Are you ready for the Rapture?” Saint and sinner alike must address this question. I want to share some reasons why everyone needs to seriously consider this question.
It will happen suddenly, without warning. I Thessalonians 5:1 states, “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.” However, there are some general signs which will occur first (and have already taken place). These signs are, the appearance of false christs (Matthew24: 4-5), wars and rumors of wars (Matthew24:6), famines, pestilence, and earthquakes in various places (Matthew 24:7), the gospel of the kingdom must be preached to all the world (Matthew24:14), and the budding of the fig tree (Israel becoming a nation) (Matthew 24:32).

It will happen speedily. I Corinthains15: 51 states, “Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” Jesus said, “For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:27). 

Jesus could come today. He could come before you finish reading this article. But the question is, “Are you ready for the Rapture?” The Rapture will take place quickly and unexpectedly. We need to be ready.
Only the saints will go in the rapture. Only believers, those who have given their hearts to Christ by faith, will be caught away to be with the Lord when He returns. According to Ephesians, God will be looking for a church that has kept herself pure. “That He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:27). All unbelievers will not take part in the glories awaiting the saints. Heaven is reserved for a prepared, holy people who are walking in the ways of God (John 14: 1-4; 1 Peter 1:4). 

Are you ready for the rapture? Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072. SPECIAL NOTE:  OUR WORSHIP SERVICE STARTS AT 10:30 A.M. 

