Choices – Matthew 7:14-24
Pastor Dan Southern

Life is full of choices! We have to make them everyday. Some choices may have little or no effect on our life at all. However, some of the choices we make will greatly affect future events. I once read a study of relating the effects of choices made by two separate families. 
Family One—which we will remain unnamed is traced back to criminal ancestor. “Out of 1200 of his descendants, 400 wrecked themselves physically through drugs, drinking or sexual diseases; 310 were beggars; 130 convicted criminals; 60 of them were thieves; 7 were murderers; and 20 learned a trade—in prison.” 


Family Two- The second study was done on the man Jonathan Edwards. He was a great preacher and an early president of what is now called Princeton University. From him came 100 college professors, 100 ministers, 100 lawyers and judges, 60 doctors, 24 authors and editors, and 14 college presidents.” 
The decisions we make today will affect the course of future generations. A simple choice is like a splash in the water. Long after the event the ripple effect continues. How many lives have been destroyed by the choice of a parent to drink, gamble or do drugs? How many young people have made the choice to engage in pre-marital sex only to become pregnant at a young age or infected with a sexually transmitted disease? The choices we make today are vitally important for our own personal wellbeing and for the wellbeing of all who are a part of our lives.  

 Many of us may have made a New Years Resolution to make better choices in our lives: decisions to eat better, take better care of ourselves, to save a little more money, to spend more time with the family or even to give God a chance in our lives. Out of all the choices we can make in life, none are more important than what we do with God. Henry Blackaby once said, “Your life is the sum of the responses you have made toward God. Once God makes himself known to you, what you do next is your decision. Your reaction reflects what you believe about Him”. God has made us "Free Moral Agents" in that He allows us the freedom to Choose. With the Freedom of Choice also comes Responsibility!

In Matthew 7:14- 27 we are given a dialogue concerning the choices we make in relationship to God in our lives.
1. Jesus tells of two ways or two paths of life people may take. The first is what He called a wide gate (7:13). Many people are traveling down this road. They are following the crowd or following a religious idea. These are individuals who “think they are okay” but in reality they are not. There is no real commitment to God. They are going the way everybody else is going spiritually without much thought of where they headed eternally. Jesus said this road leads to destruction.   The second path is what Jesus called the straight and narrow path. This road is not traveled by the masses. It is a path of total commitment to Jesus Christ. It is filled with sacrifice and self-denial. This is the way of true righteousness and purity of life. Jesus said it would lead to life. 
2. Jesus also tells of two types of trees that represent the way we live our lives (7:15-20). The first tree is a life lived in honestly before God. It is one that conforms to the teachings of the Holy Scriptures. The evidence of a pure life is in the good fruit that it bears. Our Lord taught that out of the abundance of the heart comes our actions (Matthew 12:35). A good man out of the goodness of his hearts come good things but the same is true of an evil man. Out of his heart will come evil. The two trees, one good and one corrupt represent the type of choices we make and the way we live our lives. 

3. Jesus taught of two types of professions of faith that people make. (7:21-23). Those who know the Lord and have a true repentant heart and seeks to do the Fathers will and those who professes to know God put in reality do not. Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven” (7:21). This is a sobering thought. It is not religion, church membership nor a simple outward confession of faith but an inward change of heart that submits to the will of God. There are many that profess Christianity but inwardly their hearts have not been changed by the grace and mercy of God. Our Lord said, “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’  And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!” 7:22, 23). 

4. Finally, Jesus tells of two different types of foundations that people build their lives upon (7:24- 27). The first foundation is the rock or the principles of the God’s Holy Word. It is a sure foundation secured by the ability of God Himself. God’s word will never pass away (Matthew 5:18), it is eternally settled in heaven (Psalm 119:89). God watches over His word to perform it. What He decrees will not come back to Him void (Isaiah 55:11). Those who build their lives upon this foundation have the promise that when the storms of live come, God will be the stabilizing force in their lives. However, those who build their lives upon the faulty foundations of worldly wisdom, human effort or the philosophies of mankind have no solid ground when life’s storms come their way. Those who build their lives upon the sands of the world’s ever-changing opinions are doomed for failure. The only sure foundation is Jesus Christ and God’s holy word. 

God challenges us in scripture, “I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life” (Deuteronomy 30:19). Joshua said, “choose for yourselves this day who you will serve…. but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”(Joshua 24:15). If you do not know the forgiveness of God for sins committed in your life, God’s mercy is extended to you through Jesus Christ. The choice is before you this day. Make the choice now! Simply admit that you have sinned and are in need of forgiveness, believe that Jesus Christ died upon the cross to provide the way for sins to be cancelled out from your life and then confess Him and your Lord and Savior and live according to His word (the Holy Bible). 
Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
