Christ is Risen! 

Pastor Dan Southern
Acts 1: 3 states boldly and without any compromise, “He (Jesus) also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” CHRIST WAS ALIVE! He had risen from the dead just as He said He would.  In Matthew 16:21Jesus predicts His resurrection, “From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day” (Mark 8:31).  Notice the wording in Acts 1:3. The Bible speaks of many infallible proofs. In other words the reality of Jesus’ resurrection was so confirmed in the minds of those whom He appeared to that its truth was without question. Forty days of proof! Just how He gave the infallible proofs are not mentioned in Luke’s account. However, we do know that Jesus met with His disciples, He invited them to touch His body, and He even ate before them (Luke 24:38-43).

His resurrection was foretold by prophecy (Psalm.16:10, 11; Acts 13:31-37), confirmed by John the Beloved, (John 20:8), reported by Peter (Luke 23:34), attested to by many appearances (John 21; Acts 10:40, 41), verified by hundreds (1 Corinthians 15:5, 6), embraced by Paul the Apostle (1 Corinthians 15) and evidenced by His followers (2 Corinthians 5:17). Every person whose life has been changed by God’s amazing grace is living proof of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Let us look consider the proofs of the Resurrection.

1. The proof was the empty tomb. Those who had put Christ to death remembered that Jesus had told His disciples that He would rise again from the dead on the third day (Matthew 27:63). Therefore, “Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you know how. So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard.” (Matthew 27:65, 66) The tomb of Jesus was officially sealed by the Roman Empire. However, on the morning of the resurrection when the women came to prepare a proper burial for Jesus they found the stone had been rolled away and the tomb empty (Matthew 28:1 – 8). According to Matthew 28:11 even the soldiers admitted that the tomb was empty. Apparently, those who had put Christ to death also knew that the tomb was empty (Matthew 28:12-15). They immediately began to make plans on how to keep the message of the resurrection of Christ from getting out. Notice, they held a meeting to decide how to deal with the situation (vs. 12a), they bribed the soldiers to tell and unbelievable lie (vs.12b-13), and they made precautions on how to deal with the news if it reached the governor (Pilate) (vs. 14). The bible says, “So they (the soldiers) took the money and did as they were instructed; and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day (Matthew 28:15).
2. The proof was the eyewitness accounts. Consider the fact that two women witnessed the empty tomb (Luke 23:55- 24:11). It was witnessed by Peter and John (John 20:1-10). It was witnessed by the two on the Emmaus road (Luke 24:13-35). Thomas saw the resurrected Lord a week later (John 20:24-29). He was then seen by more than five hundred others (1 Corinthians 15:6). He was seen of James and all of the disciples (1 Corinthians 15:7; John 20:19-23) and He was seen by the Apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 15:8). Then almost fifty years later Jesus appeared to John on the Isle of Patmos (Revelation 1:12-20).
The Bible, which is the most reliable source of ancient writing to have been handed down and guarded for centuries verifies the truth of the resurrection of Christ. No logical person who honestly considers the proof of the resurrection can deny its reality.
3. The proof was the evidence of the changed lives of the disciples. The disciples were confused and devastated by the crucifixion. The two disciples on the Emmaus road reasoned among them selves “concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,  and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him. But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things happened. Yes, and certain women of our company, who arrived at the tomb early, astonished us. When they did not find His body, they came to us saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. And certain of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but Him they did not see” (Luke 24:19-24).
In addition, the disciples had forsaken Christ and fled when He was arrested. (Matthew 26:56) Some of the disciples had decided to just go home (Luke 24:13-45). However, after the resurrection everything changed in the lives of the followers of Christ. Peter who before the resurrection was timid in the presence of a servant girl (Matthew 26:69-74) was now bold and proclaimed to the leaders of Israel, “you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put (Christ) to death; whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it” (Acts 2:23). 
After the resurrection, those who doubted were changed to dynamic witnesses. Those who were cowards before the resurrection became courageous afterwards. They were now willing to lay down their lives for the truth of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. If the resurrection was a hoax the followers of Christ would not risk their lives for a lie. They were forever changed because Jesus was alive. Since that first Easter morning when the angel announced that He was not in the tomb but had risen millions of individuals have placed their trust in Christ for salvation. 
The greatest proof is the change that Christ makes in lives yet today. He changed my life and He can change your as well. HE IS RISEN! 
Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
