Deal or No Deal – Isaiah 41:10

Pastor Dan Southern

I am sure many have seen the game show, “Deal or No Deal. It is a game of chance based upon guesses and the more correct guesses you have, the greater the prize. If you have watched the show you find yourself hoping that the contestants win the big prize because we all like a good deal! If you are anything like my wife, when she goes shopping she is always on the look out for the best deal possible. It is amazing at some of the bargains she finds. 

Here in our scripture text God offers the best deal of all times. Let’s read these words carefully. “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God! I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’ Isaiah 41:10. God anticipates some of our greatest needs. He meets our anxieties with assurance. He attempts to move us from fear to faith. He is offering to exchange our pain for his peace. I don’t know about you but I think that is a pretty good deal. So when asked, “Deal or No Deal” it would seem foolish to turn this bargain down. 
Deal number one. God wants to trade our fears for His fellowship. Here He says, “Fear not, for I am with you”.  Regardless who we are we all must face some type of fear in our lifetime. Fear stalks us all. Someone has identified four basic fears that are common to everyone. There is the fear of death, the fear of failure, the fear of losing our security and the fear of the future. While there are many other things that can cause one’s heart to fear, these four are most predominate.  
The good news is that God addresses these in His word. As a believer in Christ, the fear of death is met with the assurance that death opens the door to a glorious afterlife. Philippians 1:12 states, “for me to live is Christ and to die is gain”.  Death loses its hold of fear in the life of a person who has trusted Christ as their Savior. The fear of failure is met with the promise in Philippians 4:13 which says, “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength”. When we have the assurance of God’s assistance, we need not fear failure. The fear of a lost of security subsides in the light of the fact that God offers provision for those who trust Him. Philippians 4:19 tells us, “But my God shall supply all of my need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus”. The fear of the future is eliminated by the reassuring words of Christ in Matthew 28:20, “Behold, I am with you always”. Are you willing to trade your fear for His fellowship? Deal or No Deal?
Deal number two. God wants to trade our confusion for His comfort. Notice the wording in our text, “Do not be dismayed for I am your God”. The word dismayed means to be in a state of confusion. The Webster dictionary defines it as, “to lose courage or resolution from alarm or fear.” It is coming to a point of disorientation. The idea in this text is losing one’s frame of reference. However, God says, “I will trade your confusion for my comfort”. That is another good deal!  
Deal number three. God wants to trade our struggles for His strength. Notice again our text, “I will strengthen you”. There are many things that we may struggle with throughout life. We may struggle with an illness, or some habit we have attempted to overcome. We may have some past regrets or some current emotional struggle. God wants to take our struggles and give to us His strength. In second Corinthians 12:9 Jesus said that “his strength is made perfect in our weakness”. When we read the latter part of this chapter in Isaiah 41 we see that God never becomes weary. He gives his strength to those who struggle. His strength for our struggles! Deal or No Deal?

Deal number four. God wants to trade our hopelessness for His help. There are times in our lives that we need what only God can do for us. Maybe the doctors have told you that there is nothing else they can do. God can help us when things look hopelessness. Perhaps you are in the midst of a bad marriage and it doesn’t look like it is going to improve anytime soon. If so, God can give help in the midst of your hopelessness. Why not take a long hard look at the promise in our scripture text? God says, “I will help you”. Right now God is extending his hand to help your situation. Lets emphasis each word of this phrase. First, the word “I” is God making Himself available to us. Second, the word “will” shows to us the desire of God’s heart to assist us. Third, the word “help” reveals to us the ability of God to come to our aide. Finally, the word “you” shows the affection of God in whom He is willing to help. That is a wonderful deal!

There is one more deal God would like to make. He would like to trade our sins for His salvation. The scriptures teach us that “the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.”(Romans 6:23) God sent Jesus Christ to die for our sins so that we could have eternal life. The moment we confess our sins to God and ask for His forgiveness through the merits of Jesus’ sinless sacrifice we are given salvation. Salvation from the punishment for our sins, salvation from the power of sin’s hold on our lives and salvation that brings peace to our hearts, minds and souls is given to us for the asking. It is a salvation that promises eternal life. NOW THAT IS A GOOD DEAL!  Would you like to trade your fear, your confusion, your struggles, your helplessness and your sin for His fellowship, His comfort, His strength, His help and His salvation? That sounds like an awful good deal to me! The only question left to be answered by everyone of us who reads this article is this: Deal or No Deal? 
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