Let’s Talk About Forgiveness

Pastor Dan Southern
Several years ago I read an article that appeared in a newspaper. It told of an elderly father who had been on the outs with his son. They had not spoken to each other for years. Each of them blamed the other for the offense and neither was willing to approach the other. After several years they lost contact with each other. Finally, the elderly father knowing that he may never get another change to make things right between him and his son before he died decided to try to find his son and repair the damage in their relationship. He took out several ads in the local papers in hope of finding his son. The ad read, “John, please forgive me for the wrong I have caused you. I too am offering my forgiveness to you. Please come home and let’s rebuild our relationship before it is too late.” It was simply signed, Dad, with a post office box for a response. The following day the mail box was crammed full of letters from young men by the name of John seeking forgiveness and healing in their relationship with their father. 

We all need forgiveness. Every one of us has needed to say those powerful words, “I am sorry, please forgive me”. Someone once said that “Love never needs to say, ‘I am sorry”. However, I will have to differ with that person. “Love is being quick to say. “I am sorry” and meaning it. Ephesians 4:32 teaches us to be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you. We all have been in the wrong at some point in our lives. It is often our own foolish pride that keeps us from admitting it. How many relationships and hurt feelings could be saved and restored simply by these three words, “I am sorry”? 

In addition, we need the forgiveness of God in our lives. Why? Because sin is a universal problem for all mankind (Romans 3:23)! The Bible tells us that there is not a one of use who is really innocent and legally righteous before God (Roman 3:10).

Several years ago the psychologist, Sigman Freud, accurately determined that the main sources of all humanity’s woes are feelings of guilt. He came to this profound truth, but didn't know what to do with it. Today, we are told by pop psychologists to "feel good about ourselves," and to do away with the troubling guilt that we all have. However, the Bible teaches the opposite. It says we must face our sin and deal with it--and only then can we have the peace that the world craves so badly. In Matthew 6:14-15, Jesus says, “"For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses”.

When Jesus died on the cross, He took our punishment upon Himself. He took the guilt of our sins and bore them in our place (1 Peter 2:24). He received all the emotional pain of the abuse, betrayal, injustice, and scorn that we ourselves have given and received (Hebrews 12:2). Isaiah wrote, "But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5).

We all need to forgive others. Lewis B. Smedes once said, “To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover that the prisoner was you”. Pope Alexander said, “To err is human; to forgive, divine”. We are never more like God than when we willingly forgive an offense done to us. It doesn’t take much to hold a grudge; any self-centered person can do that! However, as Mahatma Gandhi once said, the weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong”. 

We are taught in the Holy Bible to forgive. Proverbs 19:11 states, “the discretion of a man makes him slow to anger, and his glory is to overlook a transgression”. Colossians 3:12-13 reads, “Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do”.

There is to be no limit to forgiveness. In Matthew 18:21-22 Jesus said, “Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven”. Jesus didn’t mean forgive 490 times and stop. He meant that we should have an attitude of forgiveness. How many times do you want to be forgiven? 1 Corinthians 13:5 says “Love keeps no record of wrongs”. 1Peter 4:8 states that, “Love covers a multitude of sins”.
Our goal should be to learn to forgive as God forgives.
Is their someone in your life which you need to forgive or to ask for forgiveness?
 Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
