Four New Things for the New Year 
Pastor Dan Southern


In Revelation 21:5, Jesus said "Behold, I make all things new". As we enter the New Year many individuals will make plans for a new start. They will make resolutions for the New Year. Resolutions to lose weight have a different attitude, make more money and the list goes on and on.

Let’s take a look into God’s Word and five new things that we can obtain and experience in the New Year.

1- A NEW SONG - PSALMS 96:1- "O, sing unto the Lord a NEW SONG".

This year can be the year that you can sing a new song!  A joyous happy song! This can be the time in your life that you chose to believe in the best that life has to offer you. One of the scriptures our church believes in whole heartedly is Jeremiah 29:11 which reads, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope”. God loves you and wants to put a new song in your heart about His love, goodness, mercy, joy and grace. He has wonderful plans for your life and for your future. It is God’s desire to bless your life with good things (James 1:17). God sent his son Jesus Christ into this world so that we could have life and have it more abundantly (John 10:10a). It is not God that seeks you demise, it is the devil. John 10:10b says about the devil that he is a “thief that comes only to steal, kill and to destroy”.  


Decide today to break all of your old records that you have sung for years that speak of defeat, loss, depression and negativity. Chose today to sing a new song! Believe in the possibilities that God gives to you each day. The Bible says, that with God nothing is impossible (Luke 1:37; Matthew 19:36).

2- A NEW HEART- Ezekiel 36:26- "A NEW HEART also will I give you".

Starting the New Year off with a new heart is a wonderful gift to your self. However, this is a gift that only God can give. There are thousands of people all over the world who have their names on a list waiting for some organ to be donated to them that will change their lives.  Some of them are waiting for a new heart, a new physical heart. Few of them will receive that new heart but, sadly most of them will not. That’s not the case with the NEW HEART that God has promised to us. Everyone that asks for this NEW HEART will receive it, free of charge, no strings attached, no waiting list. Just ask in faith and receive it! It is a spiritual heart of love and grace found in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. When Christ comes to live in our hearts by faith we are changed from the inside out. We actually become a new person in Christ. All things are made new (2Corinthians 5:12). 

3- A NEW SPIRIT - Ezekiel 36:26- "A NEW SPIRIT will I put within you".

Here in this text God has promised to put a NEW SPIRIT within us. There are times when all of us do not have the right spirit within us. There are times when we have a wrong attitude and a wrong spirit. There are times when we can be short tempered and grumpy. But I am thankful that God can place a NEW SPIRIT within us! We do not have to have a wrong attitude or an ugly disposition. God says in the next verse (Ezekiel 36:27) that He would put HIS SPIRIT in us.
Can you imagine that? God’s Spirit in us!  God’s Spirit is one of love, righteousness and mercy. We not only can have a NEW SPIRIT but, God’s own Spirit! That’s right. The cure for a mean spirited person is a new spirit, GOD’S SPIRIT!

4. A NEW BIRTH – John 3:7- “Marvel not that I say unto you, you must be born again”. 

Now I know that the term ‘born again’ has been over used and often made light of in the media. Many who have professed to being ‘born again’ have often not lived up to the expectation of a changed life. However, this is a phrase used by our Lord Himself and carries with it a great illustration of what happens when someone places their faith in Christ for redemption and forgiveness. 

Being born again is to have experienced a spiritual birth (John 3: 5, 6). Simon Peter refers to this as becoming partakers of God’s divine nature (2 Peter 1:3). It is giving God control of your life and being cleansed of any sinful act or thought of your past. It is God giving you a new start. When a person is ‘born again’ they no longer desire to walk after the sinful carnal desires within. There is now a new and greater goal of life. It is to live a life pleasing to God and love toward our fellowman. 
Being ‘born again’ happens the moment we confess our sins to God, then accept Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and Savior and receive His forgiveness of our sins. 

Why not start the New Year off with a new start? Breathe in the fresh air of new hope and purpose in life. Believe in the best life has to offer you! Believe in the best that God has planned for your life! 

Want to know more about Jesus Christ? Visit us this Sunday at the Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. Service time is 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. You may also visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or you may call the church office at 410-758-3072. 
