God is Good! 

Pastor Dan Southern
Ever stop to consider how good God is? Many people live their lives without any thought of the goodness of God. Everyday day God graces us with things that we often take for granted. For example, if the chemical compounds found in such elements as air and water were altered just a little they would not be suitable for life on our planet. Yet the Bible says that God has given all things that pertain to life and godliness (2 Peter 1:   ). Every good gift comes down from the Father of lights in whom there is not shadow of turning (or changing of His mind) (James 1:17). 

God is essentially and absolutely good. In Psalms 119:68, we find these words, "You are good, and do good things." It is His nature to be good. He can’t be anything but good. All of His actions are good. Everything that God is involved in is good. God’s character prevents Him from being bad. Even in those times when we don’t understand why something has happened, we can be sure that it will ultimately turn out good because God is good. Consider the following truths about God’s goodness: His goodness can be seen in that He is rich in grace – (Ephesians 1:7), He is rich in mercy – (Ephesians 2:4), He is rich in supplying the needs of those who trust Him – (Philippians 4:19), and He is rich in giving things for us to enjoy- (1 Timothy 6:17). 
Sometimes when bad things happen in our lives we are prone to blame God. We often ask the question, how could God allow this to happen? Questions of this sort only reveal that one does not really understand the nature of God. It is not God that causes bad things to happen to mankind. When God created this earth for us to habitat, everything that He created was good. Notice the wording in Genesis one.  After each event of creation the Bible declares that what God had created was good (Genesis 1: 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). God has only good intentions for mankind.  In Jeremiah 29:11 God says, “I know the thought that I think toward you, thoughts of peace and not evil to give you a hope and not a future”.  The result of evil and tragedy is because sin was introduced into the world by mankind’s rebellion against God. When we walk according to the desires and dictates of our own hearts it removes us from enjoying all the goodness God wants us to enjoy. Jesus said, that He came to give us life and life more abundantly (John 10:10). It is not God’s will that any person shall perish because of our own sinfulness (2 Peter 3:9). God has made a way to once again enjoy the provisions and good things He has for mankind through a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Consider the follow scriptures that speak of the goodness of God: (Psalm 106:1) “Praise the LORD. Oh give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endures for ever. (Psalm 107:1) Oh give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endures for ever. (Psalm 118:1) Oh give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: because his mercy endures for ever. (Psalm 136:1) Oh give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endures for ever.

God is also eternally good. This means that God’s goodness can never change. He was good in the past. He is good today. He will be good forever. You see, God’s nature will never change. In Malachi 3:6, we read, for I am the Lord, I change not." We can count on God always being good. For God to stop being good, His nature and character would have to change. This means that we do not have to worry if God will treat us any differently tomorrow as He treats us today. 

God is equally good to all mankind. His goodness is extended to all men of all time. God doesn’t love one group of people any less or more than He does another. For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten son that whosoever would believe in His should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). The Bible declares that God is no respecter of persons. Psalm 145:9 says, "The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works." The scripture says in Luke 6:35, "for He (God) is kind to the unthankful and to the evil." Matthew 5:45 states "for He (God) makes His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust". What God has done for others, He’ll do for you!  

God is expressing His goodness toward you and me today. Four times in Psalm 107 we find these words about the goodness of God expressed toward the world of humanity, "Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!" God is so kind to give us wisdom, direction, provision, and life itself. We are a recipient of the goodness of God every day of our lives. 

The goodness of God is manifested in His desire to forgive our sin. Psalm 86:5 says, "For you, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon you." God is ready to forgive any person who is willing to admit and confess that they are a sinner, and that they accept what Jesus Christ has done for them on the Cross of Calvary where He shed His blood for their sins. 

Want to know more about God’s goodness? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
