God Has Everything under Control – Pastor Dan Southern
As human beings we like to think and believe that we are in control of things that happen in our lives. But the fact is there are many things that are beyond our control. You and I cannot control everything that happens. As a result of attempting to be in control of things we have no power over, many individuals live in a state of fear and insecurity. I have some good news for you today; God is still in control of this world. 
There are many things that we cannot count on; such as world peace, the value of a dollar, who will win the election, when will our troops come home, our health and sometimes we cannot even count on those we love. But there is one thing that we can count on and that is, GOD IS IN CONTROL!
God is in absolute control of the world that we live in. First Chronicles 29:11, says, "Everything in the heavens and the earth is Yours, O Lord. We adore You as being in control of everything." (The Living Bible) The Bible calls this God's sovereignty. That means He is the absolute authority in life. He's the ultimate ruler. He is in charge and He is in control. He created the world and all that is in it. He sustains this world by the power of His word. Hebrews 11:3 states, “God's Son has all the brightness of God's own glory and is like him in every way. By his own mighty word, he holds the universe together.” (The Contemporary English Version) 
Not only is God in control of the world; He is also in control of history and the future. We are moving forward to a grand climax. One day Jesus Christ is going to return to earth. (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17) One day there will be a judgment day. (Revelation 20:11-15) History is His-story. We're not going through just random acts of events that happen in life. There is a grand design. There is a purpose. There is a plan. And God is in complete control.

There is a question that we need to answer before we go any farther. If God is in control, then why do bad things happen to us?

When God gave man the freedom of choice, man made some bad decisions. Adam chose to disobey God and as a result sin, sickness, and death entered the world. (Genesis 3:1 – 24; Romans 5:12-21) As a result of sin entering into the world God created mankind is now subject to the negative effects of mutual disobedience.  Un-regenerated mankind still chooses to live in disobedience to God's word. And sometimes we who profess Christianity disobey God. We make choices and then we reap the consequences of those choices. We can choose to ruin our lives but we not free from the consequences of it. Bad things happen in life not because God is bad or has no power over them but because God has given mankind the ability to make choices for himself. The end result of choosing to live in disobedience (living in sin) set in motion the consequence of man’s choices which are evil, sickness, and death.  The consequences of man’s choices have to be lived out until the day God calls all men into account for their actions or they are given to Christ through repentance and judged on the cross. Thus, bad things happen but it isn’t because God is evil or that God is powerless to change the negative in the world that affects us. Bad things happen because mankind is responsible for his actions even if it is imposed upon other people. Thus, I may suffer as the result of another person’s actions. It is the direct result of the collective wrong choices of mankind.

There are three facts that we need to remember about God's control.
1. Because God is in control, He has a plan for our lives. Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you and expected end. Once we surrender control of our lives over to God through repentance and obedience to Christ, God then can work His plan for us despite the chaos brought about by the sinfulness of man. 

Often times we plan and live our lives without giving any thought of God's plans. When we make plans we should do so with our eyes and heart toward God. Let us yield our lives in such way that when we make our plans we let God have the last word. His plan for our lives is so much better than any plan we could have for ourselves. 

Here is a good pray to pray; "Lord, what's the next step with my family? … What's the next step with my business? … Lord, what's the next step in that relationship that I'm involved in? … What's the next step in our finances?" Instead of praying, "God, bless what I'm doing," we should pray, "God, help me to do what You would want me to do." 
2. Because God is in control, He has a purpose in your problems. When the Biblical character Joseph was betrayed by his brothers and later sold as a slave, he later ended up in prison. Even though he had done no wrong life for him was difficult and hard, but he remained faithful to God and years later he was able to say to his brothers, “You tried to harm me, but God made it turn out for the best, so that he could save all these people, as he is now doing.” (Genesis 50: 20, Contemporary English Version) Romans 8: 28 states of those who will commit their way unto the Lord “that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose”.

Life is not a series of random events, with no meaning, or accidents that just come and go. Life has a meaning. Life has a purpose. If you are a believer in Christ, nothing comes into your life without the Heavenly Father's permission. Every thing that happens in your life, even the bad, is Father-filtered. It can't come into your life without permission. Your problems have a purpose.

That is not to say that everything that happens to you is God's will because that is not true. God's will is not always done on earth. God does not cause your problems. He doesn't have to. But He does use them for good in your life, in the grand design and greater scheme of things if we cooperate with His plan, if we trust Him. If we maintain the right attitude through the trials and tribulations that we go through God will work all things out for our eternal good.
3. Finally, because God is in control your prayers can be answered. Prayer works because God is in control. If God were not in control, prayer would be a waste of time. But because God is in control, He can control the uncontrollable. If He wants to overrule nature, He can. If He wants to overrule a human law, He can. If He wants to overrule a government, He can. He can do whatever He wants to do. (Psalm 115:3)
However, there is one thing that God will not impose upon your life. He will not impose His will on you to surrender the control of your life to Him. It is your freedom of choice. He will allow you to be in control of your own life or you can chose to allow Him to have control. However, even when we think we are in control of our life we really aren’t. Romans 6 states that either sin is in control of our life or God is in control of our life. WHO IS IN CONTROL OF YOUR LIFE? 

Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072. SPECIAL NOTE: BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER OUR WORSHIP SERVICES WILL START AT 10:30 A.M. 

