God is on Your Side
Pastor Dan Southern
“If God is for us, who can be against us? Romans 8:31

In a world of varying opinions, one sometimes could wonder whose side is God on? We have international conflict, holy wars, etc, often in the name of “God”. The national political campaigns often leave us pondering, ‘where is God in all the debates, maneuvering, and social shifting’? Even local governments have their share of differences, each attempting to convert the other to their ideologies in the hopes of gaining votes. 

I am reminded of a World War ll story of the day the allied forces stormed the beaches of Normandy. One German machine gunner positioned above the shore lines said when he saw the overwhelming thousands of soldiers headed in his direction he was praying to God. 
Whose side is God on? Many American soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan call upon God for help and safety yet at the same time many Iraqis and Taliban call upon God also. So whose side is God on? I think it is safe to say that God is on the side of the human race. Every individual upon this planet is important to God. None are without value. “It is He who has made us and not we ourselves” (Psalm 100:3). He is the father of us all (Ephesians 4:6).  God does not seek the demise of any. His thoughts toward us are thoughts of peace and not evil to give to us a hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11). God is seeking the wellbeing of everyone who will call upon His name. He sent His son Jesus Christ to seek and save that which was lost (Luke 19:10) and He is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). 

In Romans 8:31, the Apostle Paul states, “If God is for us, who can be against us? Of course, this verse was directed toward the Roman believers in Christ and every born again child of God can claim its truth. I also believe that the heart of the Lord is to be for any and everyone who is willing to trust Him. Why? Because 1. God loves us! First John 4:8 says “God is love”. He is the absolute embodiment of love. “In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him (1 John 4:9). God said through the prophet “I have loved you with an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). The Apostle Paul states, “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us“(Romans 5:8). “Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father has loved us” (2 Thessalonians 2:16). Why is God on your side? God is on your side because He loves you and wants only the best for your life. 
2. God has called us to salvation. Long before you were born God knew you and already had a plan for your life. Ephesians 1: 4 & 5 reads, “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will.” Note the Bible references of individuals which God knew and called for His purposes: Isaac and Jacob was chosen to be in the blood line leading to Christ (Genesis 15:4; 17:19-21; 18:10, 14; 25::23; Romans 9: 9-12), David was ordained to be King over Israel (Psalm 139:13- 18), Cyrus was selected to be the King that set the Jewish remnant in Babylon and Persia free (Isaiah 44:28; 45:1; Ezra 1: 2-4), John the Baptist was called to be the forerunner of Christ (Luke 1:13-17) and the list could go on. If you do not know the Lord as your personal Savior, it could be that God is calling you at this moment as you read this article to repentance and to a surrendered life to Christ for His purposes and will. 
3. God wants to give you eternal life. His greatest desire is that you will accept His precious gift of eternal life. Romans 6:23 reads, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”. First John 5: 11 says, “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. God states, “As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die? (Ezekiel 33:11) He also says, “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, for He will abundantly pardon (Isaiah 55:7). However, on the other hand the scripture states that precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints (Psalm 116:15). The reason for this difference in view from God is because He is on your side and does not desire that any of us would die in our sins and be eternally separated from Him in everlasting punishment (Matthew 18:8; 25:41, 46; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; Mark 3:29; Hebrews 6:2). 
The question before us now is not what side God is on, but are you on the side of God? In Exodus while Moses was in the mountain with God receiving the Ten Commandments, the nation of Israel defiled themselves by worshipping a false god in the image of a golden calf and by given themselves over to sensuality. Upon descending from the holy mountain, Moses put forth a challenge, “He that is on the Lord’s side, let him come and stand with me” (Exodus 32:26). In other words, even though God has chosen to be for us, on our side, we must choose to be on His side. Joshua made the same challenge (Joshua 24:21). Elijah asked hundreds of years later, how long will you be stuck between two decisions, if God is God then serve Him (paraphrased 1 Kings 18:21). A few centuries later Isaiah the prophet said, “If you are willing and obedient you will enyoy the good of the land” (1:19). Yes, God is on our side but are you on His side? Have you turned from your sins to a loving God in the full pardon and forgiveness of all wrong doing? Have you made Him the Lord of your life? 
To know God and be ready for heaven, follow these steps: A. Admit you are a sinner. "There is no one righteous, not even one ... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." Romans 3:10, 23. (See Romans 5:8; 6:23.) Ask God's forgiveness. "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." Romans10:13 B. Believe in Jesus (put your trust in Him) as your only hope of salvation. "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." John 3:16 (See John 14:6.) Become a child of God by receiving Christ. "To all who receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God." John 1:12 (See Revelation 3:20) C. Confess that Jesus is your Lord. If you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved." Romans 10:9 (See verse 10) 
Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072. SPECIAL NOTE: BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER OUR WORSHIP SERVICES WILL START AT 10:30 A.M. 

