God Looks At the Heart 

Pastor Dan Southern
The LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:17
What condition is your heart in? I am not talking of our physical condition but rather the inner workings of our intentions and motivations. The ambitions and affections that drive our lives are a direct result of what is in our inner life. Jesus once said, “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things”. (Matthew 12:35, 36). Again in Matthew 15:18, 19, our Lord said, “those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, and blasphemies. These are the things which defile a man”. 
The Bible has a lot to say about the human heart! Of course, it addresses the heart not from a medical condition but a spiritual condition. There are about 850 times the Bible refers to the heart. Only a few times is the heart referred to a physical organ that pumps blood (1 Samuel 25:37; 2 Kings 9:24). It is mostly referred to as a spiritual metaphor that reveals the inner core of a person’s actions, thoughts and intents. Hebrew 4:12 says that the thoughts and intents of man’s heart are discerned by the word of God. 
First Samuel 16:17 says that God looks at our hearts. Men often will judge us by our outward appearances or by their perceptions of our lives. However, God knows what is really on the inside of us. He knows when we are being truthful or dishonest. He knows the intents and motivations of our hearts. We make our judgments and estimations of individual’s lives based upon what a person believes, how they behave, and the way they appear. However, God sees beneath the surface of our lives and knows the reasons why we do things. 
When God was looking for a king to set upon the throne of Israel He sent Samuel the prophet to the house of Jesse to anoint one of Jesse’s sons. (1 Samuel 16) Beginning with the oldest son, Jesse had each of his sons to stand before the prophet. When the eldest son Eliab stood before Samuel, Samuel said, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him!” (1 Samuel 16:6) But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7) God knew the heart of Eliab and he was not the one God wanted to be king. God was looking for a man after His own heart. (1 Samuel 13:14)
When the Bible speaks of the heart it is often referring to the source of our thoughts, plans, attitudes and desires, motives and choices, and the seat of our intellect, emotions, and will. 
The heart is sometimes referred to as the seat of the intellect. In both Hebrew and Greek, the heart is sometimes spoken of as the cognitive center and imaginative process. Through out scripture the heart is referred to as the mind, (1 Chronicles 29:9), knowledge (Ecclesiastes 8:16), understanding (Job 12:3), discernment (1 Kings 3:9), and memory (Proverbs 3:3). 
The heart is also sometimes referred to as the seat of emotion. The heart can be happy (Proverbs 27:11; Acts 14:17), or sad (Nehemiah 2:2), troubled (John 12:27; 14:1), or at peace (Colossians 3:15). It can sometimes be discouraged (Numbers 32:7) or courageous (2 Samuel 17:10). It can also be fearful (Isaiah 35:11), envious (Proverbs 23:17), generous (2Chronicles 29:31), pure (Matthew 5:8), or proud (Deuteronomy 8:14). Our heart can be moved by compassion (Luke 7:13), or it can become hard with hatred (Leviticus 19:17). Our hearts can burn with spiritual passion (Luke 24:32) or it can grow cold and indifferent (Revelation 2:4, 5). 
The heart is also the seat of a person’s will. The choices we make and the things we do are often determined by the condition of our heart. Our heart can be stubborn (2 Chronicles 36:13), desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9) or it can be broken and contrite (Psalm 51). Our heart is where decisions are often made; obedience or disobedience to God takes place, and the determination of our wills are set. God’s grace can move upon our hearts and cause a stubborn disobedient heart to change (Ezekiel 36:24-28). God can touch a person’s heart and change them (1 Samuel 10: 6, 10; 26). 

However, the condition of a person’s heart is only truly known to God. Augustine said there was a God shaped vacuum in the human heart and that “our hearts are restless until they find rest in God”. Jesus said that if we believe in God we also must believe in Him (John 14:1). The only formula for a troubled heart (one filled with sadness, unbelief and sin) is to believe in Jesus Christ as the savior of mankind. (John 14:1) It is with the heart the Bible says that man believes unto righteousness. “We believe with our hearts, and so we are made right with God”. (Romans 10:10 NCV) 
How is your heart? Is it giving you trouble, spiritually? 

Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072. SPECIAL NOTE: BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER OUR WORSHIP SERVICES WILL START AT 10:30 A.M. 

