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Someone once wrote the words to a song that says, “The only word for grace is amazing”. Think about it! Why would God even bother with sinful, rebellious fallen man? The Bible says of us all that we have gone astray from God (    ), we are by nature the children of wrath, and that we have been the children of disobedience (Ephesians 2:1, 3). Man at his best state before a holy God is altogether vanity (Psalm 39:5). Our own righteousness is as filthy rags before an Almighty God (Isaiah 64:6).Actually, when you study the Bible you soon find that it has nothing good to say about the state of unredeemed man. Man without God is doomed and deserves punishment for his sins. We as a fallen race of people who populate this planet earth are inherently evil. We begin to go astray from God at the moment of our birth (Psalm 58:3). Therefore, the fact that God would even consider restoring and forgiving us is in itself AMAZING.
What is “grace”? Grace It is UNDESERVED KINDNESS. Someone has said, “Grace is everything for nothing to those who don’t deserve anything.” An atheist once said, “If there really is a God, may He prove Himself by striking me dead right now.” Nothing happened. The atheist proudly announced, “You see, there is no God.” His friend responded, “You’ve only proved that He is a gracious God.”

Many individuals have attempted to explain God’s grace. However, it would take volumes to do the definition justice but here are some common definitions. (Grace is – God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense), (Grace is – God’s love taking the initiative to meet man’s need, whatever that need may be). (Grace is – Love stooping (bending) down). (Mercy is – Not getting what you deserve.
Grace is – Getting what you don’t deserve). Still, these definitions fall far short of what God’s grace is to sinful mankind. 

Most of us have song the old hymn of the Church, Amazing Grace. The Hymn was written by John Newton in 1779 as a testimony of the grace of God in his life. Before his conversion John Newton had lived a wicked and sinful life. He was known for his drinking, foul mouth and being a womanizer. Among his many sins he was captain of a slave ship and brought slaves from Africa to the United States. He had made his living in the wickedest of ways. After his Conversion to Christ he became an Anglican minister. When you consider the compassion, love, and price that God has extended to mankind through His grace, it is truly amazing!

GRACE BRINGS SALVATION TO US – Titus 2:11 simply states, “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men”. Do we deserve salvation? The answer to that question is NO! We are the ones who went astray from a loving compassionate God. God is the one offended by our sinful actions. God has done nothing wrong. We are the offending party. Everyday we chose to reject His love, His plan, His way and His love is another day we live in rebellion toward God. But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love toward us has extended forgiveness of our sins based upon His own sinless sacrifice for our sins (Ephesians 2:4; Romans 5:8; 1 John 1:9). Did He have to extend mercy and grace toward us? Again the answer is NO! He willingly laid down His life for us. 
GRACE IS FOR ALL - Now, here is the truly amazing thing! His grace is not exclusive. It is not for a select few. It has appeared (in the person of Jesus Christ) for all men. Read the text of Titus 2:11 again, “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men”. Did you read that correctly? It did not say some men, or a special few men but, “ALL MEN”. The teaching of Jesus Christ was clear on this point. “The person that comes to Him He will not in any way reject” (John 6:37). The Apostle Paul taught that with God, “There is no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34). Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). 

GRACE IS FREE – The grace of God cost us nothing but simply to believe and accept it into our lives. The Bible states, “For the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through our Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). It is a gift freely given totally on the merit of God’s love for us through Jesus Christ (John 3:16).  It is not by works of righteousness we have done but according to His mercy that He saves us” (Titus 3:5). Simon Peter sated it this way, “knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold…but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot”. (1 Peter 1: 18, 19). 
GRACE CHANGES US – Once we accept God’s grace (embrace, believe and surrender to God fully) we are changed. According to Titus 2:12 God’s grace teaches us to “deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and to live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age”.  The grace of God will change a sinful hard heart into a loving kind one. The change brought about by the grace of God is so real, powerful and evident that the Bible says that once grace is accepted, the individual becomes a new creation in Christ, the old is passed away and all things become new (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
Want to know more about the grace of God and Jesus Christ? Visit us this Sunday at the Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. Service time is 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. You may also visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or you may call the church office at 410-758-3072. 
