Pastor Dan Southern

God’s Personality

“The goodness…., the righteousness, .the truth, the mercy of the Lord endures forever” (Psalms 52:1; 100:5; 111:3; 118:29)

There is a fade sweeping our country! It is a renewed interest in the supernatural. Have you noticed that all of the major network television channels are running at least one show dealing with the supernatural this fall? It is not hard to come across shows like Psychic Detective, Mind Control, Haunted Places and shows about unusual abilities of humans. Just recently I read about a group of people who hunt for ghost! So why is there all this interest in the supernatural? Is it not because God has created mankind with the desire to seek after Him (Acts 17:24-27). God has given to everyone of us the ability to believe in Him (Romans 12:3). However, without good solid teaching concerning who God is, what He is like and what type of personality God has, man is left to his own imaginations to conjure up some concept of God. Often the idea of God is fashioned after our own ideologies, myths or ancient fables. As we have stated in other articles, God has made Himself known to mankind. If we look with an open heart and mind, we will find that He is “not far from every one of us” (Acts 17:27).
Let us look at God’s personality.

1. God is love. First John 4:16 says, “God is love”. Notice that it does not simply say that God loves us but rather that “God is love”. He is the very embodiment of love. His personality is the essences of love. God loves all of mankind (John 3:16). In Jeremiah 31:3, God says He has “loved us with an everlasting love”. Think of this! There is never a time when God does not love us. Romans 5:8 say that “while we were yet sinners, God commended His love toward us”. He loves us even when we are unlovable. His love is not based upon on merit or goodness. His love is unconditional and absolutely complete. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that who so ever would believe on Him should have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 
God is so great in His love for us that a special Greek word has been invented to explain His love for mankind. It is the word “agape”. This word means to love to such an extent of complete unselfishness. This love is an exercise of the divine will of God. It is a love that is not drawn out by any excellency in its objects. (The Strong’s Greek Dictionary of Bible Words, page 907, Nelson Publishing). Simply stated, God loves us not because we are deserving of love but because God Himself is love and He has willed (chosen) to love us. 

2. God is holy. God states without any apology, “I am holy” (Leviticus 11:44 & 19:2). (Joshua 24:19; 1 Samuel 6:20; Job 6:10; 15:15; 25:5; Psalms 11:7; 22:3; 36:6; 47:8; 60:6; 89:35; 98:1; 105:3; 111:9; 119:142; 145:17 are a few verses that speak of His holiness). The word holy means to be sacred or separated from any sin or defilement. It is a state of being in which there is absolutely no sin, no flaw or no moral corruption. It however, goes beyond the absence of negative characteristics of one’s personality. To be holy means that one is totally and completely pure, moral and upright. God is absolutely a Holy God. There is no imperfection to be found in Him.
3. God is just. The word just means ‘upright, moral in character, righteous”. God is just in all His ways and dealings with mankind. All that He does, He does in righteousness (right-ness). The essence of His person demands justice. Because He is holy, no sin can go unpunished. Since He is in absolute control (Sovereign) and there is none above Him, none who is greater in power, strength and wisdom, there is none who is like Him, who will out live Him or ever be as pure and holy as He, therefore all mankind must give account of their lives before Him. 
Romans 14:12 says, “For every one of us must give account of himself to God”. Every idle word spoken, every deed done, every secret sin committed and every injustice will one day be brought before a holy and just God to be judged by Him (Matthew 12:36). Sin can not go without retribution. 
In the Old Testament God demanded the sacrifices of bulls and goats as a just recompense for the covering of man’s sins. Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins (Hebrews 9:22). However, according to Hebrews 10:4 the blood of those sacrifices could never take away man’s sins because these sacrifices were flawed at best. The judgment of sin was demanded by the Law of God through the shedding of blood.  It is for this reason that God sent His only Son, (God Himself clothed in human flesh) (John 1:1, 10, 14; Philippians 2:5-11) to become the remedy (the ransom) (the full payment) for our sins.  This remedy was not for our sins alone but for the sins of the world (1 John 1:2). Since Jesus Christ was also without sin, holy and just, He could become that perfect sacrifice for our sins. He was judged for our sins (Isaiah 53:6). In this way the penalty for our sins was satisfied. Now God in His justice could now offer to us His grace and mercy thought the life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
4. God is merciful. An abundance of scriptures portrays God as a God of mercy. For example, Psalms 136 mentions the mercy of God 26 times. Someone has defined mercy as ‘God choosing not to give to us what we desire’ such as judgment. However, in order for God to withhold rightful justice upon our lives, God in His mercy has provided mankind with grace. This grace is based upon Christ’s sacrifice for our sins. 
Grace is simply receiving the favor of God without any merit upon our part. Grace is a merciful gift given by God because of His great love for us. 

5. God is forgiving! As a result of His mercy and grace, God has extended the forgiveness of sins through His perfect sacrifice, Jesus Christ. God has provided for mankind (this includes you, me and everyone who accept this gift) forgiveness. Jesus Christ became the ultimate, complete and only satisfying sacrifice for our sins, for all of mankind and for all of mankind’s sins.  
All whom come to Him in faith (Hebrews 11:6) and repent (truly sorry and turns away) from there sins and ask Him for forgiveness, is wonderfully forgiven. We need not look any farther then the finished work of Christ to get to know God in a personal way.

Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at 11:00 a.m. or 6:00 p.m. You may also visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072. 

