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Did you know that 63 percent of Americans do not believe in a real personal devil? That’s amazing when you think of the number of movies that give thought or some concept of evil forces or a personalized devil. The theaters have been full of movies such as; The Devil Wears Prada, The Devil Within, The Devil’s Advocate, The Devil’s Backbone, The Devil Came on Horseback, The Devil’s Rejects, The Exorcist 1, 2 & 3, Brotherhood, and 666: The Beast to name just a few.  My question is simple! If two thirds of America does not believe in a personal devil then why are we so fascinated with him? Is it because we hope that he doesn’t really exist? Is the thought of a real devil that seeks the demise of the human race to much of a reality for any of us to attempt to believe? Someone once said, "The devil’s greatest trick is to make men believe he does not exist." Far too many people believe the devil is an old wives tale, designed to scare people into going to church. 


Among those that do believe in the existence of a real devil many base their concept of him from what is reinforced in the movies or the media. Some base their belief in the devil from the superstitious of the late middle Ages and the Renaissance period. Some of these ideas portray Satan as a character with a tail, dressed in a red suit, smelling of brimstone (sulfur) and carrying a pitchfork. J.I. Packer stated, “The toothy red imp with a tail and trident has become a secular figure of fun, and many theologians have banished a personal devil to the realm of myth”.
But who is the devil? Where did he come from, what does he do, and what is his future? The Bible has a lot to say about him.

1. Let’s look at the origin of Satan form the scriptures. Hebrews 1:7 tells us that before God made man He made the angels. The Bible teaches that the angels were created before God made the world (Job 38:4-7). From scripture it appears that God made three separate orders of angelic beings. We know only of three orders and perhaps the reason for three distinct orders is that it reflects the Trinitarian concept of God. First, we know of the angel Gabriel. The name Gabriel means, ‘strong man of God’. He is seen as a messenger of God that conveys information to man. He appeared to Daniel assisting him to understand a vision about the end times (Dan. 8:16, 9:21). Then he appeared to Mary with a message of the Savior’s birth (Luke. 1:26). In addition, he also appeared to Zacharias (Luke 1:19). Second is the angel Michael. Michael is a warring angel.
The name Michael means, ‘who is like God’. He is Called "the prince which stands for the children of Israel" (Daniel. 12:1) He fought with Satan for Gabriel to go to Daniel with an explanation of a vision of the last days (Daniel. 10:13). He is seen again in the book of Jude contending with the Devil over the body of Moses (Jude 9). The third of God’s "chief princes" or head angels was Lucifer. He was the most beautiful of God’s creations (Ezekiel 28: 12-19). His name means, ‘day star’ or ‘morning star’. His name carries with its meaning that of ‘brightness’. Some believe His sole purpose was to be a reflection of God’s glory.  He was given charge of the physical world, the earth. In Isaiah he speaks of his rule before his fall as under “the clouds”. This has led many to believe that his place of domain was the planet earth before the creation of man. This would explain why he was so bend on deceiving mankind of man’s rightful place as heir of the earth. It is also believed that Lucifer was in charge of the worship that took place in heaven (Exodus 28:14’s reference to the tabrets and pipes is explained as tambourines and musical pipes or flutes in the Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible by Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset and David Brown). However in Lucifer’s lust to become like God he decided he would war against God and exalt his throne above the other angels. In this he failed and his name changed from Lucifer (shining one or day star) to Satan (hater or accuser) (Isaiah 14:12-15). John the revelator spoke of the war that took place in heaven where one third of the angels rebelled with Lucifer (Revelation 12: 7-9). Jesus said that He “beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven (Luke 10:18). Thus, the Shining One or the Day Star became the Hater or the Accuser/slander. 
2. Let’s look at the nature of Satan. Jesus said that Satan is the father of lies, and the original murderer (John 8:44). Now no one who is a liar ever admits he is a liar but always accuses other people of lying. Satan then tempted Eve by saying that God had lied to her about the dangers of eating from the forbidden tree (Genesis. 3:1-5). When he convinced Adam and Eve to disobey God he caused them to sin (Roman. 5:12). Because of Satan’s lie both Adam and Eve died spiritually and later died physically as we all do. Thus Satan became the first murderer.
He has been bitterly opposed to God, good, and Heaven ever since. When he lost his bid to gain a throne in Heaven the devil set about to oppose God’s redemptive work for man on earth. He has been and is the arch enemy of God, the church and all that is good and decent in our world.  His names reveal his nature. He is called; Satan or the opponent, arch enemy, adversary(Job 1:6), the devil (Matthew 4:5), accuser, slanderer, a serpent, the dragon (Revelation 12:9, 10), Beelzebub or the dung god, lord of the flies (Matthew 12:24) Belial - meaning worthless, destruction, wickedness (2 Corinthians 6:15), the Tempter (Matthew 4:3), the wicked one (Matthew 13:19), the evil one (James 4:11), the prince of this world (John 12:31), the prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2), the God of this world who blinds the mind of those who do not believe in Christ (2 Corinthians 4:4) , an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14), a murderer (John 8:44), the Father of lies (John 8:44) and  Abaddon/Apollyon meaning destroyer (Revelation 9:11). We are told in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary, the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”

3. Let’s look at the devil's defeat.  He has been removed from his exalted position (Isaiah 14:12-14). He was cursed in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:14-15). He was thwarted by Christ in the wilderness (Matthew 4:3-10) and He was defeated on the cross by Jesus (Romans16:20).
Ever since Genesis 3:14, the devil has been placed under a special curse by God. Matthew 25:41 teaches that God has created a place of eternal fire that is prepared for the devil and his angels. In addition, those who follow the devil’s plan also will share in this doom. However, Jesus Christ was manifest in order to destroy the works of the devil according to 1 John 3:8 and though Christ death he has rendered the devil ineffective (Hebrews 2:14). Paul teaches that Christ triumphed over Satan’s host by the cross (Colossians 2:15). Lastly, at the coming of Christ to this earth to rule for the millennial reign, the devil will be bound for a thousand years (Revelation 20: 7,8), and his final abode will be the lake of fire and brimstone and he shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever (Revelation 20:10).  HALLELUJAH! HALLELUJAH! HALLELUJAH! AMEN! 
All who are deceived by him are not wise. The devil seeks to steal, kill and to destroy, but Jesus has come that we may have life and has it more abundantly (John 10:10). 

Please visit us this Sunday at the Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. Worship times are Sunday at 11:a.m. and 6:p.m. You may visit us on the web to more at www.centrevillechurch.org or you may call the church office at 410-758-3072.

