It is always too soon to quit!
Pastor Dan Southern

One of my favorite text in the Bible in found in Galatians 6:9 which reads, “And let us not grow weary while doing good (deeds), for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (NKJV) Of course it was written to the Galatians believers who were being tested for their faith by false doctrines that were creeping into the church. It nevertheless carries a powerful lesson to all of us who will apply its principles. 

What would you think of a man who failed in business? One year later ran for State Legislator and was defeated. The following year he tried another business and failed again. Two years later his fiancée died. The following year this man suffered a nervous breakdown. Four years after that he ran for Congress and was defeated. He ran again for Congress after another four years and was defeated again. Seven years later he ran for Senate and lost. The following year he ran for Vice President of the United States and lost. Then four years later ran for Senate but again was defeated.
What would you say of a man like that? Many would define him a loser, tell him it was time to give up, or that he obviously did not have what it takes to succeed. However, the very next year this man was elected as the 16th President of the United States of America. His name was Abraham Lincoln.

It is always too soon to quit! This is a phrase that has been penned by some of the greatest motivational speakers. It has been ascribed to Norman Vincent Peale but often quoted by individuals like Zig Ziglar and Lewis Timberlake. This phrase has been used to describe the endurance of people like Cal Ripkin, Steve Spurrier and recently (whether we agree with her or not) modeled by Hillary Clinton. 
However, before this phase became popular it was taught by the Apostle Paul and others in the Holy Scriptures. Elsewhere the Apostle Paul stated to the Corinthians, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). Jesus told His disciples, “He that endures unto the end, the same will be saved” (Matthew 24:13). The book of Ecclesiastes 9:11 states, “The race is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the strong.”
I am amazed of the endurance that the human spirit can have in the face of hardship and difficulties when one’s faith is firmly planted in God. When desired, the human spirit along with God’s enabling grace can, overcome all obstacles, endure any opposition, overcome any objection, rise to any opportunity and out wit any enemy. However, there are those who seem to always lean toward the pessimistic view of life. All they see are the difficulties, the dilemmas, the doubt, the discouragement and the defeat of their own despair. Those who focus on the negative side of life seem to blame their woes on everyone else. Their limited way of thinking seems to be, “so and so is against me”, “I haven’t had all the lucky breaks”, “I am not gifted or talented” or “I don’t have the connections”.  They are easily disheartened, distressed, and downcast. 
What we believe about ourselves, our situations and our circumstances will become a reality to us whether it is in truth reality. So why not believe that with God all things are possible, that nothing is too hard for the Lord (Matthew 19:26; Genesis 18:14). Jesus taught us that if we would have faith just the size of a mustard seed and not doubt in our hearts that we could say to a mountain “be removed and cast into the sea” and it would be according to our faith(Mark 11:23).  
Bertie Charles Forbes founder of Forbes magazine said, "History has demonstrated that the most notable winners usually encountered heartbreaking obstacles before they triumphed. They won because they refused to become discouraged by their defeats." Those who overcome the hardships of life, broken marriages, wayward children, disappointments of all sorts understand this one truth, “It is always too soon to quit”! Your personal triumph may be just around the corner. Victory for your dilemmas may be over the next hill top you have to climb. 
The Apostle Paul gives us three reasons why it is always too soon to quit. 

1. Serving God is always a privilege of purpose. Doing good deeds and helping others must always remain one of our primary focuses even in the midst of our own person struggles of life. The Scriptures teach that we should not become weary in doing good deeds or in helping others, “therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10). 
When we are other people focused we are not easily discouraged or blinded by our own difficulties. Serving God translates many times into serving our fellowman. When we adopt this philosophy of life, we shift from being to self-centered to realizing that God has place before us a privilege to fulfill his purposes. We can not afford to become weary because it is always too soon to quit and the purposes of God in our lives are greater than our disappointments.  Someone once said, “Bloom where you are planted”. God knows just where you are and exactly what you need (Matthew 6:8). He will begin to send the answers to your life before you even ask ( Isaiah 65:24). 

2. The second reason it is too soon to quit is because of the potential in our perils. Every problem we face has a solution! Every trial we endure can be overcome. If we will look for the potentials in our perils it will give us strength, stability and solitude. There is an old saying that states, “Anything worth having is worth fighting for”. When we are faced with wearisome situations in life we can do one of two things. We can either become better or we can become bitter. The choice is ours. If we chose to dwell on our perils and fail to see there potentials we will become bitter. However, if we chose to face our problems with confident faith in God, we will become better. 

3. There is power in persevering. The Scripture teaches that in due season we shall reap if we faint not. Did you know that it doesn’t take any strength of character to give up? Anybody can quit. Any one can throw in the towel and say, “I have had enough”. But persevering develops the inner man. Persevering build character! Another old quote says, “Good things come to those who wait!”

4. Finally, there are the possibilities in the promise. Notice again the text! It states, “in due season we shall reap IF we faint not.” Recently I read a survey published by a national retail sales organization that revealed that 48% of salesmen in the United States quit after their first visit, while 25% called a second time before quitting. Only 15% made three visits and then gave up! The remaining 12% kept on calling on possible customers. They did 80% of the business.

It is always too soon to quit! Why? Because God never gives up! The Bible says “being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). Sir Winston Churchill was asked once to give a speech to a group of graduates. He arose to the podium and said, “Never give up! Never give up! Never, never, never give up!” 

It is always too soon to quit!  Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
