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God Has Made Himself Known to All Men

Romans 1:20

For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.
There is no justifiable reason for mankind to deny the existence of God. The Bible plainly states that “the fool has said in his heart. ‘There is no God’ (Psalm 14:1). When all things are truly considered, it takes more faith to believe that God doesn’t exist than it does to believe in God. For example, what if I told you I have a watch that I wear on a regular basis but that this watch had no master designer or maker? One day, after millions of years and after much alteration from the shifting of weather patterns and just the right amount of sunlight that the parts of this watch slowly came together and one day it started ticking. The amazing thing about this fictitious watch of mine is that it keeps perfect time! It even has an alarm and counts the days of each month. It came with a beautiful band and crystal. Yet, no one made it, it just some how formed after millions of years. 
If I told you that story, you would think I was a fool. You would not believe me. How could something so complex, something so beautiful and something so precise just evolve into a masterpiece of existence? And if by chance you were foolish enough to believe that something could exist without some form of a master plan or design it would take a great deal of faith to believe. It would take more faith to believe that this watch ‘just happened’ into existence than it would if I explained that a prominent and master craftsman meticulously designed it with great care. 
Being the rational human that God created you to be would cause you to reject such a foolish notion. Yet, our human bodies, our intellect, our ability to feel guilt, shame, pride and the amazing way our bodies function is a revelation of the existence of God and the way He has made Himself known to us. Psalm 139: 14 tells us that “we are fearfully and wonderfully made”. Genesis 1: 26 reveals that we were made in the “image and likeness” of God. 

So, how has God made Himself known to mankind? Before we answer this complex question in a short article, let us consider that God has placed inside of man the ability not only to believe in the existence of God but also the ability to know God.  “God has dealt to every man a measure of faith” or the ability to believe in Him (Romans 12:3). When individuals reject the possibility of God’s existence, often it is based upon the motivation or the hope that there is no God. If there is no God then there are no moral absolutes to be held accountable to. If there are no moral absolutes then mankind can live any way he wishes without the fear that he will have to give an account to his Creator. However, the Bible states that, “each of us shall give account of himself to God” (Romans 14:12). It is for this reason that some choose not to believe in God or to look for the signs of His existence but rather spend great amounts of time and energy attempting to prove to themselves that He isn’t really there at all. 

A former atheist, Marilyn Adamson states in Does God Exist, “I was an atheist at one time. And like most atheists, the issue of people believing in God bothered me greatly. What is it about atheists that we would spend so much time, attention, and energy refuting something that we don't believe even exists?! What causes us to do that? When I was an atheist, I attributed my intentions as caring for those poor, delusional people...to help them realize their hope was completely ill-founded. To be honest, I also had another motive. As I challenged those who believed in God, I was deeply curious to see if they could convince me otherwise. Part of my quest was to become free from the question of God. If I could conclusively prove to believers that they were wrong, then the issue is off the table, and I would be free to go about my life.
However, there are three basic ways God has made Himself known to man. 

1. God has revealed Himself through Creation. Psalms 19:1-3 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork. Day unto day utters speech, and night unto night reveals knowledge. There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard”. A simple walk at night looking at the stars of heaven or seeing the changing of the seasons is evidence enough to show us the existence of God and what He is like. Acts 14: 17 states, “He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness”. 
The evidence of God is everywhere! This is the only planet we know of that is teeming with life. Life on this planet is varied and plentiful. The tempature of the earth is conducive for the existence of living things. All living things need water and the earth is covered with two-thirds water. The colors that is most pleasant to eye are the colors green and blue. Do we think it is an accident of nature that the sky is blue and the trees and grass are green? I THINK NOT!  

2. God has revealed Himself through our Conscience. Why would people recognize that there is right and wrong and then imposed that upon others if there was not some moral standard? There is inside of man a conscience that says, some things are right and some are not. When we violate our conscience we have this plaguing sense of guilt. The Apostle Paul addressed this issue in the book of Romans 1:20, 21: 2:1-3 & 7:13-25. God created us in His image and part of that is a moral likeness. We do not see other creatures walking around feeling badly about some decision or action they have made or done. Contrary to popular belief, there are moral absolutes and our conscience speaks of this reality. 
3. Finally, God has revealed Himself through Christ. Hebrews 1: 1-3 reads, ‘God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person… Jesus Christ came for the purpose of declaring to us what the Father was like. He came to bear witness of Him, to reveal His word to us, and to show us the way of salvation.  A disciple of Christ named Philip once stated, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 
 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father’ (John 14:8-9). 
The scripture declares to us that no man can come to God but by Jesus Christ. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life (John 6:44; 14:6).

A good book to read is: He is There and He is Not Silent by Francis A. Schaeffer. This book may be obtained on Amazon.com. 
Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
