Knowing the time (Romans 13:11)
Pastor Dan Southern
Have you ever gone somewhere without your watch and you didn’t know what time it was? I have and it can be pretty frustrating! You quickly become a nuisance to those around you that are wearing their time keeping devices. If you are like me, you manage your life by the time on the clock. You have to be at such and such a place at such and such a time. Then you have only so much time to get to the next appointment or meeting. If you cut it to close, you’re late! 
Consider if you will, the many different television programs that refer to time in some way. We have the following to name a few: 60 minutes, 48 Hours, Dateline, Primetime, The 11 o’clock News, Good Morning America, World New Tonight, the Days of Our Lives and the list goes on and on. In addition, have you noticed how often we use phrases that reflect the word “time”? Here are a few: “Time marches on”, “past the time of day”, “race against time”, “ahead of their time”, “making up for lost time”. (You get the idea.) To a large degree our lives are measured by time. 

We never seem to never have enough time. Have you ever stopped to think how we use the concept of time to define our lives? If I may have but a few moments of your time, I would like to share with you about how we use this precious commodity called time. 
The Bible mentions the word “time” or “times” on over 700 different occasions. Here is the oddity of the use of “time” in the Bible; God does not dwell in the confines of time. The scriptures teach that God lives in eternity (Isaiah 57:15). He is not subject to time as we are. Time is not so much for God but for us. We have only a certain allotment of time on this planet we call earth. Psalms 90:10 says, “The days of our lives are seventy years and if by reason of strength they are eighty years, yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away”. Then in verse 12 of the same chapter it states, “Teach us, to number our days that we may gain a heart of wisdom”. In other words, the average life span of the human race is between seventy and eighty years and if we live longer it will be met with pain and suffering. So we ought to count our days and use them to the best of our ability. 
The Bible asks this question, “For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away” (James 4:14).  Our lives pass by so quickly that in light of eternity it will seem like only a vapor of smoke that soon disappeared. Before we know it another year will have come and gone, followed by that a decade and then another and another. We will be left wondering, “Where has all the time gone”. 

The apostle Paul wrote in the book of Romans, “knowing the time”. He was not talking about the time of day, but knowing that our time on earth is short and therefore should be used for the One who created us. If you read on in Romans chapter thirteen, you will see that Paul emphasizes that now is not the time to be dozing (spiritually sleepy and unaware of what God is doing now) or using our time in unconstructive ways. He goes on to say, “that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand. (Romans 13:11-12).
The message of this text is simple. 

1. Now is the time for conversion. As you read through out the book of Romans you will see that Paul has been stressing the need for one to pay attention to their own personal need for salvation. In the first few chapters the doctrine of the universality of sin is explained. We read, that “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23) and that there is no one righteous in them selves (Romans 3:10). The way to obtain a right standing with God is not the ability to keep a set of rules or laws but through faith in Jesus Christ (Romans chapters 4 and 5). 
The scripture boldly declares “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2). If you are reading this article and have not yet yielded your heart to Christ in the full pardon of sins, (confession, repentance and acceptance of Christ as Lord of your life based on His work on the cross) then this is your call to do so. Now is your time to turn from sin, now is your time to accept God’s will and plan for your life. God is calling you now. Now is the time! Today is the day of salvation for you. Now is the time for conversion. Confess any known sin, repent and turn to God. Now is the time to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. Tomorrow is not promised to any one of us. TODAY IS THE DAY OF SALVATION!  We may not have next week or next year. Now is the time for conversion!
2. Now is the time for commitment. The scriptures read, “now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed (Romans 13:11). For those individuals who had trusted Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior, Paul was calling them to renew their commitment. He uses the idea of sleep to show how they had drifted out of spiritual consciousness and was no longer aware of the dangers of being indifferent. From the context of the following verses of scripture it appears that some had become lax and was allowing the works of darkness to overcome them. Therefore, the Bible reads “let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy” (Romans 13:12, 13).
Just as in the natural realm we get sleepy, it is possible to become spiritually sleepy. Usually we become sleepy during one of four times. 1. We become sleepy when we are exhausted. The same is true of spiritual exhaustion. If one is actively doing the work of the Lord it is important that we take time to rest and renew ourselves spiritually. 2. We become sleepy right after we have enjoyed a good meal. Our metabolism slows down to digest the food and the rest of our body gets lazy and wants to sleep. The same can be true in the spiritual life as well. Perhaps things have been going well with you in your relationship with God and you are full of His blessings. Beware! This is a time one could become spiritually sleepy and slow down for God. 3. We get sleepy during time of inactivity. Our physical body naturally adjusts to the demands we place upon it. When we are not active and no demands are upon us physically, again our bodies slow down. The same is true in the spiritual realm. If we are not doing anything for God, we soon don’t “feel” like doing anything. 4. We become sleepy when we get comfortable. Our physical bodies enjoy comfort. When we are at a place of comfort we often stop what we have been doing to enjoy it. This is also true in our spiritual life as well. Comfort very easily turns into sleepiness. 
3.  Now is the time to prepare for the second coming of Jesus Christ. Read the text carefully and you will see that the Apostle Paul was referring to the time when Christ will return. The phrase “the day is at hand” (vs. 12) indicates that there was an expectancy of Christ’s return. 

The teaching of the second coming of Christ is mentioned over three hundred times in the New Testament alone! His coming will be at a time no one knows. 
"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father" (Matthew 24:36). Preparation for the second coming of Christ is to be aware of our time “knowing the time”, be spiritually alert, “awake out of sleep”, realize it is getting closer everyday, “nearer then when we believed”, do away with sin in our lives, “let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly” and we are to be fully clothed in the person of Jesus Christ (Romans 13:11-14).
Each day we are given twenty four hours. Each week we are given 168 hours. If you live the average life span of 70 years, you will have lived 613,200 hours. When you stand before God, how will you give account for the time He has given you?
Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
