Pastor Dan Southern

Title: Jesus Christ – One like No Other (Bible Basics)

What a person says about themselves is important in understanding who they really are. We have seen what others have said about Jesus Christ, but who did He claim to be? Did He claim to be the Son of the Living God? Did He claim to be God clothed in human flesh? Who did He perceive Himself to be?

Jesus said a lot about himself. He said things about himself that a first century Jew must have found very puzzling, if not shocking. Let us look at what Jesus thought about Himself. 
1. He claimed to exist before his birth in Bethlehem. Jesus spoke of the glory he shared with his Father "before the world began" (John 17:5). He also said He existed before Abraham (John 8:58). It is on this occasion that He was nearly stoned for blasphemy. He claimed to be from "above", whereas his hearers were from "below". He said that those who were hearing His words were "of this world", whereas he was not of this world (John 8:23). He claimed he came from heaven (John 3:13; 6:33-35). As we study the scriptures we find that there are about 20 instances where he claimed to have been sent into this world by his Father (Luke 10:16; John 4:34; 5:37, 38). 

2. He claimed a unique relationship with God his Father. Jesus spoke of God as his Father (about 120 times in John alone). Often he called him "my father" (Matthew 15:13; 18:10; Luke 2:49, etc). In one instance he addressed God by the Aramaic term "abba" (Mark 14:36) which a Jewish child would use of their dad. The Jewish scholar, Professor J. Jeremias, has drawn attention to the rarity of the word "Father" in Jewish literature as applied to God. God is rarely addressed as Father in the Old Testament and there are only a few examples of it in Palestinian Judaism during the early Christian era. The first appearance of "my Father" is in the middle Ages. The use of the term "abba" as a personal address to God is unknown in Jewish writings. Jews of Jesus' day would have considered it improper and even scandalous, for a person to use such intimate titles for God. They realized that, in speaking this way, Jesus was making himself equal with God, and so sought to kill him (John 5:16-18). 

Jesus took this claim further. He declared himself to be the only one who knew the Father, and therefore the only one who could reveal him to others (Matthew 11:27; John 6:46). He claimed to be one with the Father (John 10:30, 38). He went as far as to state that everything that belonged to the Father belonged to him (John 16:15; 17:10). He made the amazing statement that the Father would send the Holy Spirit to believers in His name (John 14:26). He also said that in order to have our prayers answered we are to ask the Father in His name (John 14:13; 15:16; 16:23, 24). He claimed to be the Son of God - not a son of God (Matthew 11:27; 14:33; 16:16,17; 21:33-41; Luke 22:70; John 1:49,50; 5:19-27; 10:36,38, etc.). 
3. He claimed authority over the lives of people. Jesus spoke of a love and a loyalty that took precedence over love and loyalty for parents, children, possessions, and even life itself. He declared that without giving Him this kind of devotion people could not be His disciples (Matthew 8:21, 22; 10:37; 19:29; Luke 14:26-33). He expected people to suffer insults, persecution and slander for His sake (Matthew 5:11, Luke 6:22) and to lose their lives for His sake (Matthew 10:39; 16:25). He expected people to acknowledge Him before others and He told them that they would be rewarded for doing so (Matthew 10:32). He declared that His Father would honor those who served him (John 12:26). 

He also claimed to be a king with the right to rule over others (Matthew 25:34; 27:11; John 1:49, 50; 18:37), and spoke of "my kingdom" (Luke 22:29, 30; John 18:36). One of His most common ways of describing Himself was to call Himself the Son of Man. The Son of Man is a figure who appears in the book of the prophet Daniel who is given a kingdom of universal domain and eternal duration (Daniel 7:13, 14). 

The claim that was perhaps the most startling of all was that one day he would come again, this time in power and glory. He stated that all judgment had been committed to Him and He would be the one who would call us from our graves for judgment (Matthew 7:22,23; 13:41; 16:27; 24:30; 25:31-46; 26:64; Luke 9:26; John 5:22,23, 27-30; 6:40) 

He spoke of the future church as His church and that the church would meet in His name (Matthew 16:18; 18:20). He also said we could do nothing of significance without having a right relationship with Him (John 15:5). Finally, He declared that all authority in heaven and earth was His (Matthew 28:18). 

4. He claimed that only through Him can eternal life be obtained.  Jesus said that he was the one who could give people eternal life and that quality of life which comes from being rightly related to God (John 6:27; 10:28; 17:1,2). He declared the way to receive eternal life was to trust in Him (John 3:15, 16; 6:27, 40, 51; 11:26). He associated "following" Him with "entering the kingdom of heaven" and "inheriting eternal life" (Matthew 19:21-23, 28, 29). He said He was the gate into salvation (John 10:9) and He was the only way to God (John 14:6). 

If one chose not to believe in Him was the ultimate sin (John 16:8, 9) and who did not believe in Him would die in their sins (John 8:24). He came to establish a new covenant between God and man which would replace the established covenant with Abraham and Moses. He foretold that His death would be the chief factor in the operation of this covenant (Matthew 26:28; Luke 22:20; Mark 10:45). 

Want to know more about Jesus Christ? Visit us this Sunday at the Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. Service time is 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. You may also visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or you may call the church office at 410-758-3072. 
