Peace
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If someone were to ask you, “WHAT IS PEACE”, how would you answer them? Peace is one of those things that everyone wants, but few have a clear answer of what it is or how to get it and keep it. Webster’s dictionary has this to say about peace: it is the “freedom from or stopping of war; freedom from public disturbance or disorder; freedom from disagreement or quarrels, harmony, concord; an undisturbed state of mind, absence of mental conflict; calm, quiet, tranquility.” Tragically someone once defined peace as “that brief glorious moment in history when everybody stands around reloading.” 

Most of the explanations of peace are something that happens when conflict and problems are not present. Many individual’s idea of peace is that they have to get rid of all the things that create anxiety in their life in order to have peace. If this is your concept of peace; then you will never have peace, because as long as you are alive, you will always have conflict, and you will always have problems. In this article today, let’s focus on the truth that peace comes not by getting rid of our problems but by focusing our thoughts on what God wants us to think about. Someone else said “Peace is that calm of mind that is not ruffled by adversity, overclouded by a remorseful conscience, or disturbed by fear.” Isaiah 26:3 states, He “will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Him because he trusts in God” (paraphrased).
God doesn’t want you to worry but to have true peace. 
Would it surprise you to know that God also wants you to have peace? The times in which we presently live are full of uncertainties. There is war, economic difficulties, the treat of terrorist attacks and many unforeseeable dangers all around us. Many simply do not have peace of mind or peace of soul. However, God is described in the Bible as a God of peace (Romans 15:33; 2 Corinthians 13:11; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 13:20). According to Isaiah 26:12 God has ordained or planned for us to live at peace. Jeremiah 29:11 teaches that God’s desire for our lives is peace. “God says, ‘I know the thoughts I think toward you, thoughts of peace”. God, who is our Creator, gives us peace, the scripture says,”Be careful (anxious) for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made know unto God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:6-7). The word for "anxious" in the Greek here means to be troubled with cares. However, God does not want our hearts to be troubled or worried. First Peter 5:7 states, “Cast all your anxiety (same word as above) on him because he cares for you. In John 14:1 Jesus said, "Do not let your hearts be troubled. If you trust in God you also trust also in me.”  Jesus also said, “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me you might have peace. In the world you shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). 
Peace has always been God’s plan for mankind Peace with God was part of the angelic announcement at the birth of Jesus Christ (Luke 2:14). God desires for us to live at peace. It is promised to everyone who will place their trust in Him (Isaiah 26: 3; 55:12, 57:18, 19; 66:12; Zechariah 9:10; Psalms 37:11; 72:3, 7).
True peace can only be found in the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). Paul declared that He (Jesus) is our peace (Ephesians 2:14). Peace doesn’t come with the absence of problems; it comes during our problems because God promises to be with us (Hebrews 13:5). The scripture teaches us that we can “call on Him in the day of trouble and He will answer us” (Psalm 50:15). We can “cast our burdens on the Lord and He will sustain us” (Psalm 55:22).

We can have Peace with God. Romans 5:1 states, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”. We are not naturally at peace with God. When mankind sinned in the Garden of Eden the peaceful relationship man had with God was broken. The end result of this broken peaceful relationship is man’s endless search for peace. Many individuals attempt to find peace in pleasure, entertainment, financial security and even substances such as drugs and alcohol. The Bible says there is no peace in the human heart apart from God (Isaiah 57:21). Jesus Christ came to bring  peace to sinful man. Jesus is the source of our peace (Roman 5:6-9 Ephesians 2:13-17). 

We can have the peace of God. Philippians 4:6, 7 teaches that once we have peace with God we can have the peace of God. This is a peace we can experience in all circumstances. We can have peace when things aren’t going well, when anxiety would otherwise rob us of peace, when funds are low and debts are high, when our health is uncertain and when the storms of life are raging all around us. According to the scripture mentioned above, God’s formula for this kind of peace is prayer, thanksgiving and faith. 

We can have peace with others. Ephesians 4:1-3 teaches that God’s peace breaks down barriers between individuals. He helps us to maintain a spirit of unity in the bond of peace. He also assist us to do away with the things that would cause division such as bitterness, anger and evil speaking (Ephesians 4:30).

Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
