Pastor Dan Southern
The Unique Superiority of Jesus Christ

Some hate Him, some are indifferent to Him and others adore Him as Lord, Savior, and Divine! All of History has been divided by this man! Today we measure time by the existence of His life. It is BC, "Before Christ" and AD for the Latin phrase "anno domini" which means "in the year of our Lord."  
Years ago an inspirational poem was written by James A. Francis called, One Solitary Life that reflects the uniqueness of Jesus Christ. “Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty, and then for three years He was an itinerant preacher. He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never owned a home. He never set foot inside a big city. He never traveled two hundred miles from the place where He was born. He had no credentials but Himself. While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against Him. His friends ran away. One of them denied Him. He was turned over to His enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed upon a cross between two thieves. His executioners gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth while He was dying -- and that was His coat. When He was dead, He was taken down and laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. Twenty centuries have come and gone and today He is the centerpiece of the human race and the leader of progress. I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that ever were built, and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, put together have not affected the life of man upon this earth as powerfully as that One Solitary Life. 

1. He is pronounced superior throughout the whole Bible. ”Jesus is the central subject of the Bible. All its types point to Him. All its truths converge in Him. All its glories reflect Him. The central theme of the Bible is the superiority of Jesus Christ. Abel's lamb was a type of Christ. The Passover lamb in Egypt was a picture of Christ. The brazen serpent in the wilderness was a shadow of Christ. Abraham saw His day and rejoiced. Jacob called Him "the Lawgiver of Judah." Moses called Him "the Prophet that was to come." Job called Him, "my living Redeemer." Daniel called Him "the Ancient of Days." Jeremiah called Him "the Lord our Righteousness." Isaiah called Him "Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God." The prophet Haggai called Him "the Desire of all nations." Anyone who reads the Old Testament and doesn't see the many Scriptures that prophesy of Jesus to come must surely read it with an unspiritual and an indifferent heart. And as for the New Testament, Jesus Christ is everywhere on its pages. The very first verse of Matthew says, "the book of the generation of Jesus Christ,’ and the very last verse of the Revelation says, "the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all." The first Name in the first verse of the first book of the New Testament is Jesus, and the last Name in the last chapter of the last book of the Bible, is Jesus. No wonder Paul says in Philippians 1:20 "Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it is by life or by death."…. (Harold S. Martin, Brethren Revival Fellowship) 
2. Superior in Whom He is. The superiority of Jesus Christ is acknowledged through out the New Testament. His birth aroused the attention of Kings. Wise men from the east came to worship Him who was born King of the Jews (Matthew 2:1.2). King Herod was troubled at the news of His birth (Matthew 2:3). Angelic beings shined brightly with the glory of God as they made their announcement of His birth to shepherds keeping watch over their flocks by night (Luke 2:9). The birth of Jesus was no ordinary birth. The Bible declares that our Lord's mother was a virgin, that His conception was miraculous, and that the agent of conception was the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35). The Bible says, "But when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman . . ." (Gal. 4:4). No birth like this had ever occurred before; no birth like this will ever occur again. Jesus (who made man) was born in the likeness of men. Jesus (who created angels) was made "a little lower than the angels" (Hebrews 2:9). Jesus (who was before Abraham) (John 8:58) was born two thousand years after Abraham. Jesus (who was the great Creator) (John 1:3; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:3) was now born of the creature, woman. By a creative act, God broke through the chain of normal human birth and brought into the world a supernatural birth, our Lord Jesus Christ.
John the Baptist declared Him to be THE Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29). John said of Him, “I am not worthy to bend over and loosen His sandal strips (John 1:27). John baptized Him with the approval of Heaven, and then said of Jesus, "He that comes from above is above all" (John 3:31). Paul says to the Philippians, "Wherefore God has highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name; that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God" (Philippians 2:9-10).
3. . Superior in our worship of Him. The Bible is plain that we are not to worship any but God. The New Testament word for worship (proskuneo) means to do obeisance, reverence, or acts of homage. This word is often used to describe men worshiping God: (John 4:20-24; Revelation 4:10; 7:11; 11:16; 14:7; 19:4; 15:4; 1 Corinthians 14:25). Jesus said in the book of Matthew 4:9, 10, “Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only”. We are forbidden to worship men or created things (Matthew 23:8-12; Revelation 3:9; 1 Corinthians 14:25). However, He was often worshipped while He was on earth before His resurrection. Matthew 8:2 says, “A leper came and worshipped Jesus”. Matthew 14:33 states, “After Jesus had calmed the storm, the disciples worshipped Him saying He was the Son of God”. John 9:38 says, after Jesus had healed the blind man, He revealed Himself to be the Son of God (v35). The man said he believed, and he worshipped Jesus. 

Created beings also worship Him after His resurrection. Matthew 28:9, 17 states, After His resurrection, His disciples worshipped Him. Luke 24:52 teaches, Even after He had ascended back to heaven, they worshipped Him. Then Hebrews 1:6 declares that Angels are instructed by God to worship Jesus. 
Jesus proclaimed His superiority in Matthew 12: 6, He states “I say to you that in this place there is One greater than the temple”. To the Jewish mind this was blasphemy (John 2:19) and was one of the charges against Him that sealed His death by the Jews (Matthew 26:61- 63). In Matthew 12: 41, 42 He states that He is greater than Jonah and Solomon. When Jesus went to the Mountain of Transfiguration in Matthew 17:1-5, He was over shadowed by a cloud of glory with the two greatest figures in the Old Testament, Moses and Elijah and a voice from Heaven declared concerning Jesus, “This is my beloved Son, Listen to His voice and teachings” (Matthew 17:5). 
Finally, the book of Hebrew teaches the superiority of Jesus Christ. He is superior to the Old Testament prophets, to the angels, Moses, Aaron, the Old Testament priesthood, the Old Testament sacrifices, the old covenant and the Old Testament tabernacle and sanctuary (1:1-14; 3:1 -6; 8:1-5; 9:1-14; 9:23-28).
Want to know more? Worship with us this Sunday at the Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. Service times are Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. You may visit us on line at www.centrevillechurch.org or you may call the church office at 410-758-3072.
