The Cradle, The Cross and the Crown  
Philippians 2:5-2:11 

Someone once said that Jesus was born in the shadow of the cross. He was born so that He may die. His ultimate purpose of coming to this earth was His death, burial and resurrection. As we celebrate this Christmas session let us consider three phases of the ministry of Christ. We will look at him at His Cradle, His Cross and His Crown. 

I. THE CRADLE emphasizes the Lord’s humanity- The gospel of Luke 2:7 points not only to the humanity of Christ, but also to the humbleness of Christ, beginning at His birth. This verse states, “She (Mary) brought forth her firstborn so, wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.”

The cow stall manger or crib was not intended as a birthing station but rather for the animals. Because there was no room in the inn He was born among the animals that He created. The God of creation chose to emphasize the Lord’s birth as being one of humble birth. This clarifies the meaning of the text that says, “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8). 

The cradle was a place that was prophesied about many years before in Isaiah, "Behold a virgin shall conceive...” (7:14). However this prophesies was about more than the cradle, it was about the CHRIST.  Isaiah 7:14 says, “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

The birth of Christ was unique in that it was a virgin conception… No man was involved. In theory a virgin can conceive a child through artificial insemination, but the seed must come from a man. With Christ’s birth, the Holy Spirit came upon her, “And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Spirit shall come upon you, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow you: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born to you shall be called the Son of God.”(Luke 1:35) 

The cradle was a place that was precious. To every born again believer the birth of Jesus is very precious, thus was the songwriter inspired to write the lovely words, “For He is so precious to me…” Also the cradle was a place that was predictive. (Swaddling clothes predicted His crucifixion)

The swaddling clothes were not only birth clothes, but they were also death clothes. The cloth bands were used to wrap the corpse in preparation for burial. The swaddling clothes were also used to strap someone down who could not control his movements. When Jesus was born, His own garments at birth were already predicting His death upon the cross.


II. THE CROSS emphasizes the Lord’s identity - Our Text says that Christ was “found in fashion as a man” and “was made in the likeness of men” These are strong expressions that show just how strongly the Lord identified with the family of Adam, or mankind beginning at His birth. Strong’s Dictionary of Bible words defines the word ‘fashion’ “as comprising everything in a person which strikes the senses, the figure, bearing, discourse, actions, manner of life etc.”
This identification continued through out His life, death and burial.

The cross was a place of suffering - Throughout the Scriptures, the agony of the cross is revealed. In Isaiah 53:4, 5 the Scriptures tell us, “He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief and we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; 
the chastisement for our peace was upon Him and by His stripes we are healed.” Christ suffered for you and me.

The cross was a place of sacrificing - Hebrews 9:26 says, “For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world has he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” The word sacrifice is a word that is deeply embedded throughout the entire word of God. It is a word that goes back to the first sacrifice, when Abel offered a Lamb, or even before that, when God killed an animal to cover the nakedness of Adam and Eve. Throughout the Old Testament and especially as it pertained to the law, there were countless sacrifices made that all pointed to the ultimate sacrifice that was made upon the cross, when the Lamb of God sacrificed Himself!

The cross was a place of salvation - In Colossians 2:19,20 the scripture states,  “For it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell; And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.”

III. THE CROWN emphasizes the Lord’s Sovereignty - When we think of a sovereign God we realize that He alone is God. The Bible declares "The Lord he is God; there is none else besides him." "He is God in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath: there is none else" (Deut. 4:35, 39). "Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord" (Deut. 6:4). "See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me" (Deut. 32:39). "You are the God, even you alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth" (2 Kings 19:15). He is the only one worthy to be crowned.

He is crowned in association with His royalty - Our Text tells us the position that He alone enjoys: “Wherefore God also has highly exalted him and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11). His sovereign royalty is also greatly expressed in Revelation 19:11-16. It tells us that “he has on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”

He is crowned in association with His revelation - Revelation 19:11, 12 says, “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he does judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but himself.”

He is crowned in association with His ruling - During the millennium reign (Revelation 20: 4- 6) Jesus will rule as king with a rod of iron. He will no longer be the babe in a manger. He will be the eternal and the everlasting King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. 


Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
