The Crown of Thorns Christ Wore

Pastor Dan Southern
The Bible says, "And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head and a reed in His right hand: and they bowed the knee before Him, and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!" (Matt. 27:29). "Then Jesus was brought wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate said unto them, Behold the man!" (John 19:5).

I am amazed at many of the details of the story of Jesus’ trials, His suffering, abuse, and mockery, and how that there is significance to each event. Ever wonder, what is the meaning of thorns? Why did they use thorns on Jesus and why a crown? 
One of the most vivid symbols of Christianity is the crown of thorns, which Jesus wore before his crucifixion. The scripture text tells us that the soldiers "platted a crown of thorns", that is, they braided long vines of thorns together to form a crown. There are two types of thorn plants that grow around the Holy Land, one called the Zizyphus Spina Christi and the other qundaul. Both have long, flexible twigs that can be woven into crowns, however, the qundaul has the harshest thorns of the two. Considering the cruelty of the soldiers, most theologians believe that the qundaul plant was used, with its spikes of 1 to 1 ½ inch long. The Roman soldiers had to weave this plant very carefully. If they were careless, they would be wounded just as easily as they wounded Jesus. One must ask, “What purpose drove the Romans to take that extra step of torture?” Such an undertaking to braid the thorns was certainly work and not pleasure. This was not something easily accomplished in a few moments. It was not something accomplished without risk to the soldiers. Weaving the thorns into the shape of a crown would have been a toilsome task. 
1. The first thing we see about thorns is that they were a product of the curse (one of the results of man’s sinful rebellion against God). In Genesis 3:17-19 it says, “Because you have listened unto the voice of your wife . . . and eaten of the tree which I commanded you not to eat of . . .  the ground is cursed, in sorrow . . . thorns and thistles shall it bring forth . . . in the sweat of your face shall you eat.” So the thorns were a product of the curse that came because of sin.
2. In Genesis 22 we have a type of fore shadowing (Prophetic image) of the sacrifice Christ would offer mankind for redemption. Abraham is requested by God to offer up his only son to God in the form of a sacrifice. However, God provided a substitute of a male ram caught in the bushes. Its horns were tangled up in the thorny bush and became a suitable offering in the place of Isaac Abraham’s son. 

“In Old Testament times, 'horns' were considered a sign of power or authority. The symbol of 'sheep', in general, was used for humanity. The sheep in question here is mentioned specifically as a "ram" (male) versus a "ewe" (female). The "ram" thus serves as a fore shadowing of Jesus Christ. He (the Messianic God-Man) is the male leader over every nation, serving as the only suitable replacement sacrifice to God in the place of all humanity, which had been sentenced to eternal death for their disobedience in the Garden of Eden [Genesis 2:16-17 (NAB) & Genesis 3:2-3,19 (NAB)]. Of note here is that the "ram" is caught about the "horns" (head) "in a thicket" (bushes or branches) prior to its being sacrificed, thus fore shadowing the Crown of Thorns”. SORCE: .wikipedia.org.
3. The soldiers used the crown of thorns to mock Christ. Notice that the soldiers did three things. First, they placed a crown upon Jesus but they did not make Him their King. The soldiers dressed Jesus up as a King in a scarlet robe and a make shift crown and then pretended that He was a King. Some today set Him in a position of Kingship but do not make Him their own King. Second, they praised Him but did not mean what they said. They said, ‘Hail, King of the Jews” (Matthew 27:29). These were to be words of praise but the soldiers used them in a form of mockery. They said things to Jesus and about Jesus that was not coming from a true heart of praise. Their praise of Jesus was only one a cruel act of sinful humanity. One wonders how often the worshippers of Christ sing His praises but they are just songs found in a songbook. (Just a thought!) Finally, they knelt before Him as if to worship but it was all form. How deeply His heart must have been grieved! When they bowed before Him they were just going through empty motions. In their pretense worship, they hit Him with a reed, spat upon Him and wounded Him. (One wonders if a pretense of worship does not still wound Him today!) 

However, through their mockery God shows us something even greater. He shows us the symbolism of how Jesus bore our sins. When God put our sins upon Christ, the thorns reminded us of the curse as the result of mankind’s disobedience to God in the Garden of Eden.  What better symbol than putting thorns on His head? “For he has made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians. 5:21).
But why were the thorns shaped in the form of a crown? A crown is a symbol of authority and ruler-ship (Song of Solomon 3:11), it is a symbol of glory and rejoicing (Hebrews 2:7), it was also a symbol of winning as in the Olympic races (1 Corinthians 9: 24, 25), it was a symbol of riches (Psalm 21:3) and for the soldiers it was a form of mockery (Matthew 27:29). The crown of thorns reminds us of the curse of sin and how Jesus bore the shame of sin for all mankind. 
4. Lastly, why did Jesus allow this mockery and what should be my response? He allowed it because he took my sin upon Himself (1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 2:1), because He took my curse (Galatians 3:13; Romans 15:6), He took my suffering (2 Peter 2:23; Luke 24L26; Philippians 1:29), He allowed it because He took my shame (Hebrews 12:2; Acts 5:41; Revelation 4:10, 11) and He went to the cross for me AND YOU (John 19:12,17; Luke 9:23).
One day Christ will return in the clouds of glory wearing many crowns and He will be proclaimed as LORD OF LORDS AND KING OF KINGS (Revelation 19:11-16). 

Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
