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All days are not the same. Some days will stand out in our minds and etched in history for the significant events which took place. History is dotted with what we might refer to as days of infamy. President Franklin Roosevelt, referring to December 7, 1941, the day the Japanese bombed the naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii said, "It was a day that will live in infamy." An infamous day is one to be remembered because an event of unspeakable evil or some other horrible event occurred. Another infamous day that is fresh in all of our minds is September 11, 2001, when America suffered a brutal terrorist attack.

Of course, other days in history are to be remembered because of the events that occurred in them. November 9, 1989 will always be remembered as the day the Berlin Wall came crashing down, signaling the end of the oppression of the people's of Eastern Europe.  April 9, 2003, is another day that will long be remembered as millions of people watched the citizens of Baghdad toppled a 40 foot statue of Saddam Hussein, signifying the end of his reign of terror.
The day they hung Jesus upon a cross and killed the King of Glory will always have the distinction of being both a day of intense evil and a day which witnessed the triumph of good over evil. There is no other day in history that rises to the level of the day they kill the King. It was an infamous day because it shows man at the height of his sinfulness. It was infamous because “He came unto His Own and His Own received Him not” (John 1:12). It was infamous because the Creator is put to death by His creatures! However, it was a famous day in the annals of history because sin was defeated; the power of Satan was forever broken!
1. First, let us look at the place they killed the King. Matthew 27:33 says the place was called Golgotha – the place of the skull. In Latin it is called Calvary. This little hill outside of Jerusalem is so named because it forms the shape of a human skull. It was the place where Roman soldiers crucified criminals. The hill would have been littered with the skulls of dead men. It was the practice of the Roman soldiers to allow the bodies of those crucified to rot on their crosses. 
This hill where they killed the King had a special place for all Jews. It was part of the same ridge upon which the Temple itself was built. It was here also that Abraham had obeyed God when told to offer up Isaac to God many generations before (Genesis 22). 
The place where they killed the King was pre-pictured in Genesis 22. In these verses we have a clearest Old Testament portrait of the future death of God’s son Jesus on Calvary. Here we see a Father willingly giving up his own son to die. The Bible says in Genesis 22:14, "In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen." This is an ancient prophesy telling us that God would give His Lamb on this very mountain. 
2. Let us look at the pain the King suffered in His death. The Bible says in Matthew 27:35 "And they crucified Him..." But, these words do not even begin to convey the horror of what Jesus Christ endured on the cross. Consider the fact that before He arrived at Calvary Jesus had been awake all night. He had been through at least four trials. He had been beaten by the Jews. He had been beaten by the Roman soldiers. He had endured the horror of the Roman scourge. He had been mocked, ridiculed, spit upon and made to carry His cross to Calvary, and then He is crucified (Matthew 26:47-27:50; Mark 14:53-15:37)! 
While Jesus endured the agony of the cross, those who were at Calvary on that day did everything in their power to enhance His suffering. The soldiers who had nailed Him to the cross are at His feet gambling over His clothes. The religious leaders ridicule Him as He was hanging on the cross. Even the two other men who are hanging there with Him that day join in the mockery of the Lord Jesus Christ!
While Jesus hung upon the cross He suffered the pain of separation from His Father as He literally became the sin of the world on the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). Somehow, all of our sins were transferred to Him as He hung on that cross. He, who the Bible says was the last Adam (2 Corinthians 15:21–23) became our sin and He was judged by God in our place! The first Adam brought sin and death to the entire human race by his actions in the Garden of Eden (Roman 5:14-17). The second Adam, the Lord Jesus, brought salvation and life to all who will believe by His actions on the cross of Calvary! God judged Him (Jesus) as if He were every sinner when He died. He paid the price for all of us that we all might be saved (forgiven) from our sins. 
Finally, the death of the King was not in weakness but in power. Jesus had told the Jews that no one could take His life from Him but rather He was laying it down. He said “I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.”(John 10:17, 18). When the Jesus breathed His last on the cross, redemption was secured for all those who will place their faith in Him! No greater words have ever been spoken than when Jesus, just before He died said, "It is finished!" (John 19:30). Through His death, He satisfied God's just demands for sin (Roman 6:23). He took the place of guilty sinners before the judgment bar of God and secured redemption through His blood for all who will trust Him as their Savior (1 Peter 1:18-19)! His death on the cross forever satisfied God’s demand for just for the penalty for sin (1 John 2:2; Roman 3:25). His death on the cross liberates those in sin! He sets us free when we receive Him by faith! 

In his book Written in Blood, Robert Coleman tells the story of a little boy’s sister that needed a blood transfusion. The doctor explained that she had the same disease the boy had recovered from two years earlier. Her only chance for recovery was a transfusion from someone who had previously conquered the disease. Since the two children had the same rare blood type, the boy was the ideal donor. 

"Would you give your blood to Mary?" the doctor asked. Johnny hesitated. His lower lip started to tremble. Then he smiled and said, "Sure, for my sister." Soon the two children were wheeled into the hospital room--Mary, pale and thin; Johnny, robust and healthy. Neither spoke, but when their eyes met, Johnny grinned. As the nurse inserted the needle into his arm, Johnny's smile faded as he watched the blood flow through the tube. 

When the ordeal almost over, his voice, slightly shaky, broke the silence and asked, "Doctor, when do I die?' 

Only then did the doctor realize why Johnny had hesitated, why his lip had trembled when he'd agreed to donate his blood. He thought giving his blood to his sister meant giving up his life. In that brief moment, he'd made his great decision.  Fortunately, Johnny didn't have to die to save his sister. Each of us, however, has a condition more serious than Mary's, and it required Jesus to give not just His blood but His life. That is just what happened on the day they killed the King.

Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
