The Exaltation of Jesus Christ
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The second most significance event in the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ after His resurrection is His Ascension into heaven. The book of Acts states that for forty days after that first glorious Easter morning that He was seen alive presenting infallible proof of his resurrection. After which, the Bible declares that “when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sigh” (Acts 1:9). 

Jesus’ resurrection was an event unseen by human eye, however evidence of His resurrection was proven and can still be verified by the infallible evidence left behind for those who encountered Him during the forty days afterwards and by those whose lives have been changed down through the centuries by this wonderful truth. He was seen in His glorified body by above five hundred at one time (1 Corinthians 15:6) witnessing the reality that He was indeed alive. Afterwards, Jesus was then taken up into heaven as two angels were present and the eyes of His disciple watched (Acts 1:10,11). This is what is known as the Ascension or the Exaltation of Jesus Christ. This event added undeniable proof of His Person (the Son of the living God), His Power, The Promises of empowerment for the disciples and the Prospect of His return. 
1. The Proof of His Divine Person-hood - The truth that Jesus Christ was not merely some mortal man that God used while upon the earth is seen in Him being exalted by God the Father and taken back into the heavenly realm from where His first came. Jesus had prayed in John 17:5, “And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.” (This text is proof of His pre-existence and co-existence with the Father before the formation of the world. It is also proof that Jesus existed in a glorified state). The Apostle Paul further verifies this truth when he wrote “He (God the Father) worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. And He put all things under His (Jesus’) feet, and gave Him to be head over all things…” (Ephesians 1:20-22). Peter states to a group of religious leaders from Jerusalem “Him (Jesus) God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit...” (Acts 5:31, 32). 

2. The Proof of His Power – When God exalted Jesus Christ back into His former glory it was a statement of the power and authority which He holds. Jesus Himself had said, “All power is given unto me in heaven and earth” (Matthew 28:18). When God raised up Jesus Christ he raised Him up “far above all principality and power and might and dominion” and was seated at the right hand of God (Ephesians 1: 21). When Stephen, the first martyr was stoned he stated that he saw the heavens open up and Jesus was standing at the right hand of God the Father (Acts 7:55). The Hebrew writer says, “But this Man (Jesus), after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God” (Hebrew 10:12). According, the right hand of Jehovah God denotes a position of power and omnipotence (Matthew 26:64; Mark 14:63; Luke 22:69; Psalm 110:1, 4, &5). (Additional verses of study are Psalm 20:6; 44:2, 3; 80:13-17; 119:14-16; Isaiah 62:8). 
In His exalted position, Jesus serves as our Great High Priest who is forever alive and making intercession for us (Hebrews 2:14:18; 4:14-15; 7:25-28). In addition, Jesus said that upon His return to heaven that He would prepare a place for us (John 14:1).

3. The Proof of Empowering His Disciple for Service – During the forty days after His resurrection, Jesus commanded His disciple not to leave Jerusalem but to wait for the promise of the Father which would be the mighty baptism of the Holy Spirit for service in the Kingdom of God (Acts 1:4, 5 &8). Our Lord expressed the necessity of empowerment of the Holy Spirit in John chapters 14 -16. He instructed His followers how the Holy Spirit would be to them a helper, the Spirit of Truth, the presence of Christ would be with them by the Holy Spirit,(John 14:16-18) the Holy Spirit would be sent to them in Jesus’ name, would teach them and bring things to their remembrance, (John 14:16) and the work of the Holy Spirit would convince the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, He would guide Jesus’ followers into all truth, give them words to speak and glorify Christ (John 16:7-14). Jesus speaking about His return to the Father in heaven said to His disciples, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper (Holy Spirit) will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you” (John 16:7). 
The fact of the descent of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost is proof of Jesus’ exaltation with the Father. The sending of the Holy Spirit to empower the lives of the disciples was a join responsibility shared by Jesus and the Father, “whom I will send unto you from the Father” (John 15:26) “I will send Him to You” (John 16:7) and “Whom the Father will send in my (Jesus’) name” (John 14:26) and this is “the promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4). 
4. The Prospect of the return of Jesus Christ – While Jesus was being taken up into heaven at the Ascension, the angelic beings asked the disciples a question, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven?” Then this question was followed up by an amazing truth. “This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:10) The promise was made! Jesus would come back again some day. This however was not the first time the disciples had hear this promise. Jesus had said, “I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also: (John 14:2, 3). He had also told the high priest in Jerusalem while they were questioning him, “I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Matthew 26:64). 
The doctrine of the second coming of Christ is mentioned over 300 times in the word of God. Here is a fact and a promise yet to be fulfilled and when it is, those who have put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ will then see how greatly He has been exalted. OH, HOW I HASTEN THAT DAY! May the prayer of the body of Christ be the same as John the Revelator “Even so come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20). 
Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
