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Most of us could probably quote at least one verse of the Bible. Most likely that verse would be John 3:16 which reads, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” This verse tells the greatest love story ever to be told. 
We love to hear stories of love that have endured hardship but still survive. Several years ago the American Film Institute rated the top 100 love stories of great movies. Do you know which movie rated number one? It was Casablanca, the 1942 classic movie starring Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman.  Even though it has been rated as one of the best love stories of all times, it fades in light of the story of God’s love for mankind, for you! 

Martin Luther, (early reformer) called the verse John 3:16 the Gospel in a nutshell. Someone once said that “if the Bible was destroyed and only John 3:16 remained, that would be enough information of God’s love that could change the human heart”. William Phelps, formerly of Yale, said, “If I had to choose between the knowledge provided for by a college education and knowledge learned from the Bible, I would always choose the knowledge gleamed from the Bible.” 
God’s love for mankind goes beyond our comprehension. His love is greater than any love we humans can even begin to fathom. As a matter of fact, when speaking of God’s love, the Greeks created a special word to describe it. They added the word (agape) (pronounced “ag-ah-pay”) to their vocabulary describing God’s attitude toward His own Son Jesus Christ and to the human race. It reveals the concept of intense desire to share His well being with those who have shunned and rebelled against Him. The affection of God is so intense that He is willing to suffer (sacrifice) in order to make possible the recipients of His love.  

Although many sermons and messages have been shared on this one verse, I would like to share a few more thoughts concerning how deeply God loves you. 

First, notice the cause of God’s love in this verse. Look at the word “so”. God doesn’t just love you, He “so” loves you. God loves you more than you know. He has not abandoned you! He is not upset a you! He is not seeking your demise! He desires greatly to help you and to offer you the best He has to offer. God does not want you to make choices and decisions that lead you into sinful and destructive patterns of life. God sets before us life and death and encourages us to choose life (Deuteronomy 30:19). The Bible tells us that God is not willing that any should perish but that all would come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). 
Notice also that this verse says God so “loved”. The tense of this word “loved” means that God loved you long before you may have even been aware of His love. It is a love that spans your past. It is a love that is not conditioned upon your worthiness. It is a love that is not based upon human effort but simply the fact that God loves you. The Bible teaches, “But God has commended His love toward us that even while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Why? Because “God is Love (1 John 4:8 ). 

Some think of God as a monster in the sky. They view him only as a God of wrath. We need to recognize the fact God is holy and must therefore judge sin. It is not God’s desire to have to judge anyone because of their sins. He would much rather that men would turn from their evil ways and accept the love he offers through a relationship with Him through the person of his son Jesus Christ. However, if a person chooses to reject God’s love, then one day God will have to be their judge. 
Did you know that there is not a person God has met that He did not love? That’s right, He loves even the unlovely. He loves everyone! No person is unloved by God. Regardless what people may do and have done, one fact remains sure. God loves all. He doesn’t love us because we are good (who could be good enough for God to love) and He doesn’t love us any less because we are sinful. Jesus taught that men ought to love their enemies and pray for those who despitefully use them (Matthew 5:44). He who expects this of mankind has also modeled it for us.
Can you imagine what Peter felt when Jesus told him to be a witness and start in Jerusalem (Acts 1:8)? He was to proclaim God’s love in the very place where they crucified Christ. In this command, the Lord was telling Peter go to the ones who made the crown of thorns and tell Him I love them, go to the ones who drove the spikes in my hands and feet and tell them I love them, go to the soldier who whipped me and tell him I love him, go to the crowd who cussed Me and tell them that I love them. That is how God’s love works, it holds no grudges, and it seeks to win the lost. 

Second, notice the cost of our salvation mentioned in this verse. It was a supreme cost. It was “His only begotten Son”. God did not send angels to die for fallen humanity. Angelic sacrifice would not suffice. The blood of bulls and goats could not remove sin (Hebrews 10:4). God Himself sent his only begotten son to die for the sins of all mankind. It took a divine sacrifice to do away with men’s sin. 
The cost of God’s love for you goes beyond comprehension. Jesus said, “Greater love has no man than to lay down his life” (John 15:13). The Hebrew writer said, “He has tasted death for everyman (Hebrew 2:14). Someone once said, “When God gave us our physical bodies, it took the dirt of the earth but when He gave us salvation it took the blood of His only begotten son, Jesus Christ.” The fact that God was willing to send his only son to an old rugged cross to die for our sins speaks of His great love. It was a great price to pay! It was a great sacrifice! IT IS A GREAT LOVE that cost God much. One only has to relive the story of the crucifixion to see God’s love for mankind. 

Third, notice the condition of salvation mentioned in this verse. It is offered to “whosoever”. It is not an exclusive offer. It is offered to all who is willing to repent of their sins and accept Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. That means you, if you have not already done so. The only condition is that you truly believe in him. 

Believing in him is not just some mental assent to the fact that Jesus was a historical figure or that you are a part of some religious belief system. Believing in him means you accept the purpose of Christ coming into the world to save sinners of which we all are and that you accept by faith his offer of salvation. Then and only then can we claim the promise of everlasting life. The only other choice is to perish or enter into everlasting damnation (John 3:16, 36; Luke 13:3). This however, is not God desire for you. He loves you to much to not offer you a way of escape from the eternal consequences of your sins. BUT YOU MUST ACCEPT HIS OFFER OF LOVE. It is the greatest love story ever written. It is also the greatest love story still yet being written. HE LOVES YOU MORE THAN YOU KNOW. 

Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
