The Meaning of Life
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In our generation of space age technology, millions are searching for meaning. Mankind has always sought for fulfillment through knowledge, materialism, power and pleasure. King Solomon once explained man’s empty search for meaning without God as, "All is vanity and a striving after the wind." (Ecclesiastes 2:11) This is not to say that there is not a certain amount of joy to be found in the accumulation of knowledge, wealth, pleasure and power. It is not to say that there is no pleasure in the world around us. But if one or more of these areas become the chief goal in life we are destined for disappointment. Each of these things have their place, but not as the central focal point of our lives. 

If we are to find meaning and direction for life, we must understand that true meaning and purpose in life is to be found in godly relationships. It is found first in a relationship with God. Once our relationship with God is right then our relationship with our neighbors, a healthy relationship with self and with the world around us will be right.
Life Is Unavoidably Tied to God 

Psalms 139:7-14 says, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your right hand shall hold me. If I say, “Surely the darkness shall fall on me,” Even the night shall be light about me; Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You, But the night shines as the day; The darkness and the light are both alike to You. For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well. The Psalmist recognized that there is no getting away from God. You could take a spaceship and travel 3three billion miles into outer space and God would be there. It is when we lose sight of God that real troubles in our life begin. This is seen as early as the Garden of Eden. Notice the quality of relationship that Adam had with God, his wife, with the created physical world and ultimately with him self before sin enter the human race. They were both naked and knew it not, even as they walked and talked with God there was no sin, no shame, and no guilt. When sin entered into the human heart, the flourishing relationships with both God and each other wilted through shame and pain. ( Genesis 3:6-24 )
It is little wonder that Jesus pointed out that a relationship with God was the first and greatest commandment. Jesus said: You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40) 

A Relationship with God Affects All Our Personal Relationships 
Once we have a relationship with God, we will love the individuals God places in our lives First John 4: 20, 21 says “If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.” It is impossible to love God without allowing Him to affect every other earthly relationship. First John 3:16-17 states, “By this we know love, because He (Jesus) laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? In this passage we see a relationship with Christ affecting one's relationship with material possessions and one's fellowman. 

Jesus demonstrated this principle in his own life. Jesus showed us God's willingness to serve humanity when He said, “He came to serve, not to be served”. (Matthew 20:28) That is why we see Jesus on his knees in the upper room washing the disciple’s feet, even the feet of the one about to betray him (John 13:4 -17). We see Jesus talking to the Samaritan woman who had been married five times and is now shacked up the sixth man in her life (John 4:7 -26). That is why you see Jesus at the house of Levi, the publican. (Luke 5:27-31) 

God's love in our hearts is much different from worldly love. It is something that operates independent of how we feel. In God's kingdom we first love. That love is the guiding force as we get acquainted with people. In the world, we first get acquainted and then decide if the person is worth loving. When we have a relationship with God, our relationship with our fellowman takes on new meaning. We begin to look at others as God looks at us. It is then that we can begin to help others discover that God loves them and has a wonderful purpose for their lives. 

A Changed Relationship with Our World 

Nothing changes our world view more dramatically than a relationship with God. It gives life a renewed meaning. We now see the world through the eyes of the one who created it. We realize that God is the center of our universe (not us or our plans and agendas) but God. 
Man is literally searching the far reaches of the universe for knowledge in the hopes of better understanding ourselves or our existence. But it is God that gives meaning to life. Jesus said, "The only true knowledge is to know the only true God, and Jesus Christ, who has been sent." (John 17:3) 
Many philosophers have sought to promote their worldview and meaning of life.  Yet it is the revelation of God through Jesus Christ that overshadows all wisdom of men of the past and present generations. Aristotle, Plato and Socrates all pale into insignificance in shadow of the knowledge of God through his Son, Jesus Christ. We may study psychology, monkeys, fish, reptiles, etc., in an effort to gain a better understanding of ourselves but the knowledge of God manifested through Jesus Christ is the key to our understanding and knowing our purpose and meaning in life (1 Timothy 316). Once we enter into this relationship we begin to understand our place in the world.  

A Changed Relationship with Ourselves 

God has placed within each of us a void that causes our thoughts and inner cravings to be directed toward our Creator. Once our hearts are surrendered to Him, He goes to work in us helping us to become what we were created to become. (Philippians 2:13)

But we must cooperate with God in establishing his purpose and meaning within our hearts, in all of our affairs, all of our personal relationships and our society. Unless we have a relationship with God through Christ all of our accomplishments in life will mean little or nothing. We must seek to do His will in everything in our life according to His purpose in order to find true meaning and fulfillment. That meaning is found in forming a right relationship with God through Jesus Christ. (John 10:10; 14:6) Then our relationships with our fellowman, and our relationship to the world around us and our relationship with ourselves will have real meaning. 
Want to know more? Worship with us this Sunday at the Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. Service times are Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. You may visit us on line at www.centrevillechurch.org or you may call the church office at 410-758-3072.

