The Most Wonderful Time of the Year

Pastor Dan Southern 
I love to hear the Christmas music that fills the air during this season. There is something of great significance and wonder about Christmas. For many this is “the holiday season” but for me, IT’S CHRISTMAS. Christmas means Christ. It is a time to celebrate the birth of our Savior. It is a time a reflection on the purpose of His birth, the peace He brings and the plan of God for mankind. 
The angels that appeared to the shepherds recorded in the second chapter of Luke’s gospel has said it well, “good tidings of great joy for all people”,  “Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth and good will toward men” (Luke 2:10, 14).. Imagine if you will, what our world would be like if we all could just practice this simple greeting, not just at Christmas time but every day of the year. Then “the most wonderful time of the year” wouldn’t just be Christmas but everyday of our lives. 

Let us look at each of these phases and see where we can apply them to our lives. 

1. Good tidings – The New International Version (NIV) Bible uses the words, “I bring you good news”. Now, we all like to hear good news! I love to hear of the birth of a new born baby or the news that someone is returning home after a long absence. Good news gladdens the heart and rejoices the soul. The Bible says, “          “   According to the Tyndate New Testament Commentaries on the Book of Luke by Leon Morris, “the verb translated ‘bring… good news’ was later to be used characteristically of the good news of the gospel”. Thus, the word gospel literally means, “to pronounce good news”. The root form of this usage is the Greek word, ‘euaggelizo’ meaning “to evangelize”. The English word for Gospel is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word “godspell’ later to mean, ‘the story concerning God. The good tidings or the gospel is a word that is now used to describe the message of Christianity and the books in which the story of Christ’s life and teaching is found (Pictorial Bible Dictionary, Merrill C, Tenny). The message is the ‘good news’ that God has provided a way of redemption through His Son Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit works through the Gospel for the salvation of men (Romans 1:16). In the New Testament the word Gospel never means a book (one of the four Gospels), but always the good tidings which Christ and the apostles announced. 

It is called “the gospel of God” (Romans 1:1; 1Thessaloninas 2:2, 9); “the gospel of Christ” (Mark 1:1, Romans 1:16; 15:19); “the gospel of the grace of God” (Ephesians 6:15); and “the glorious gospel” (2 Corinthians 4:4). The primary and only focus of the gospel is Christ and what His atoning work on the cross has provided for humanity. Jesus himself preached it (Matthew 4:23). It was preached by the apostles (Acts 16:10; Romans 1:15); and by the evangelists (Acts 8:25). Thankfully, it is still preached today in many of the churches around our world.  

2. Great joy – Think about it! The gospel of Jesus Christ not only produces joy but great joy. The word used in this text means “cheerfulness, calm delight, and gladness” according to the Bible Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek Words by James Strong, LL.D., S.T.D. The good news of Jesus Christ brings to ones life and heart a joy that is unspeakable, inexpressible and full of God’s glory (1 Peter 1:8). It is a joy that is full (1 John 1:4); abundant (2 Corinthians 8:2); great (Acts 8:8) and everlasting (Isaiah 51:11). Jesus taught his disciple to rejoice that their names were written in heaven (Luke 10:17, 20) and that the angels rejoices over one sinner that gives their heart to Christ (Luke 15:5, 10). One of the greatest sources of delight for mankind is a heart that has been relieved from the guilt and shame of a sinful life by the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
3. Glory to God – The whole purposes of God is fulfilled in the glory of God. Everything that is to be done is to be done for the glory of God. His glory was manifested in small form to Moses (Exodus 24:9-17) and to Stephen (Acts 7:55). God revealed His glory in part over the Old Testament Tabernacle (Exodus 40:43), and at the Old Testament Temple (1 Kings 8:11).  When the angels appeared to the shepherds at the announcement of the Savior’s birth the glory of the Lord shone around them (Luke2:8-11). 
Jesus Christ was the manifestation of God’s glory on earth. John 1: 14 says, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth”. The Hebrew writer says of Christ, “who is the brightness of His (God) glory and the express image of His (God) person, and upholding all things by the word of His power”.  When God came to this earth for the redemption of mankind He clothed Himself in a veil of human flesh but glimpse of His glory showed through in the marvelous things He did. Then before the death of Christ, Jesus foretold of a time when the Son of man would come back to earth with the glory of the angelic host (Matthew 26:64). 
4. The grace of peace – The angel announced that there would be peace on earth. However, we are yet to see world peace but the peace of God can rule in the hearts of those who accept the message of the gospel. Peace comes only through the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:9). Jesus said, ‘Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you (John 14:27). In John 16:33 our Lord said, “These things I have spoken to you, that in me you may have peace”. The gospel of Jesus Christ is a gospel of peace (Acts 10:36; Romans 15; Ephesians 2:7). 
6. Good will toward men – The natural outcome of the gospel of Jesus Christ will result in good will toward all men. Jesus Christ breaks down all social, economical and racial barriers. All men, women and children are considered equals in the eyes of the one how has experienced the life changing message of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The love of God is poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which causes us to also love those who may be difficult to love (Romans 5:5). As a result, everyday can then be a part of ‘The Most Wonderful Time of the Year’. 
Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
