The Presence of God
Pastor Dan Southern 

Someone once said, that “when God shows up, He can do more in five seconds than we can do in five years”. If that is true, then the secret of all our success is to be found in the presence of God. Think of it, when we move out of the way, focus all attention upon God and release the controls of our life over to Him, anything is possible. Psalm 68: 1 and 2 states, “Let God arise, Let His enemies be scattered; Let those also who hate Him flee before Him.
As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; as wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.” God is so awesome that nothing can stand before Him and exert its will against Him and prevail. His Presence is as a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29). All flesh will one day bow before this all powerful, all knowing, all loving God. The scripture teaches “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him (Jesus), and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9 -11)NASB
God is so awesome and His presence is so great that everyone that comes before Him will be compelled to bow, not by constraint but by inward compulsion because of how majestic and powerful He is. Every tongue that has risen up against Him will be silenced. Men who have doubted His existence will admit the sheer foolishness of such a thought (Psalm 19:1). Entire nations will tremble at His presence (Psalm 114:7). 
The Psalmist asked, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there” (Psalm 139:7, 8).
Throughout the Scriptures you can see the awesomeness of God’s Presence. In Psalm ninety one verses one and nine, the psalmist uses words like, “dwelling” or “dwell”.  In the King James Version of the Bible the word “habitation is used. He also uses the word “abide” meaning lodging place or the place where God lives (verse one). In verse two of Psalm ninety-one we find the words refuge and fortress. The picture painted in this passage of scripture of God’s presence is a place of safety for those who have placed their trust in Him. It is a hiding place. It is a place that is secure from all outside influences and harm. The idea of a refuge or fortress is a place where a battle weary solider can go and find shelter. But it is also so much more than that. It is the very place where God Himself dwells. It isn’t a physical location as we term ‘holy places’ or ‘houses of worship’ but it is the spiritual realm where one is made keenly aware of God. It is being brought into the very presence of God manifested on the earth. 
Once, God asked King David, “Will you build me a house of cedar, seeing that I have not dwelled in any house since the time that I brought the children of Israel out of Egypt?” (2 Samuel 7:5, 6 paraphrased). The implication was clear; it isn’t houses of wood that God desired to dwell in. 

The manifestation of God’s Presence could be seen, felt, touched and experienced throughout the Old Testament era. His Presence was revealed in such forms as an audile voice speaking to Moses (Exodus 3:4), smoke, fire, thunder, and lighting, (Exodus 19:20), a pillar of smoke, a wall of fire (Exodus 13, 21, 22), and the afterglow on Moses’ face when he came down from Mt. Sinai. So awesome was God’s manifested presence that a fence was placed at the base of Mt. Sinai to keep people from pressing through and being slain by His presence (Exodus 19:21-25). On one occasion a man by the name of Uzzah reached up to steady the Ark of the Covenant that represented God’s presence and the moment his hand touched it, he fell down dead (2 Samuel 6:7).

On another occasion, the manifested presence of God in the form of a glory cloud so filled the house of worshippers with the presence of God that the ministers could not stand up to minister because of the glory cloud that filled the temple (2 Chronicles 5:13, 14). One can’t help but wonder, what if God so showed up today in our places of worship on Sunday like He did in the Old Testament? Would we welcome such a manifestation of His presence or would we simply dismiss it as something that belonged to a different era of time? 
Now fast forward with me to the New Testament. Jesus “dwelt among us” John said, and we beheld His glory, the glory of the only begotten son of God” (John 1:14). Matthew says, His name would be called Immanuel, God with us” (Matthew 1:23). According to 1 Timothy 3:15, Jesus was God incarnate, “God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the gentiles, believed on in the world, received up in glory.” In Jesus’ ministry miracles were common place. People were healed of all types of diseases, the lame walked, the blind saw, and the dead were raised to life again. Jesus came to destroy the works of darkness and to show us the heart of our Heavenly Father. It was not uncommon for someone to walk on the water, food to be multiplied, or money to appear in a fish’s mouth. 
Now fast forward with me once again, the disciples have just received the promise of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. A strange but powerful manifestation of God’s presence took place. People from many nations heard the disciples speaking in languages not learned as the Holy Spirit moved upon them. From that point, Peter preached and 3,000 people gave their lives to Christ. 

Other manifestations of God’s presence were at work during the early days of the church that confirmed that God was with them (Hebrew 2:4). In the book of Acts alone, we see angels delivering Peter from prison, giving support to the Apostle Paul, and attending to the Ascension of Christ (Acts 1:11, 5:5-11; 27:23). In addition, when the disciples prayed the place where they were standing shook (Acts 4:31). When the Apostle Paul was thrown in prison he and Silas began to sing out praises to God at midnight and the very prison where they were began to shake (Acts 16:25,26). God was simply manifesting His presence as two of His children honored Him in the midst of their difficulty. 
Fast forward yet again about 20 to 30 years later to a church in a totally different country and almost a full generation later where God’s presence was said to be manifested through the gifts of the spirit. The apostle writes, “And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you” (1 Corinthians 14:25). 

Could it be that God desires to manifest Himself in our lives and churches today? Why would God reveal His mighty works for a period of over four thousand years in both Old and New Testament eras and then suddenly stop doing so? Could it be that we in our post-modern era have ruled out supernatural manifestations of God’s presence because they are not explainable in our science books or because they may be lacking in our present day worship services? What if, God did show up in a supernatural way? How would we respond to His presence? 

God’s presence is still real today! I personally believe the scriptures that say, “He is the same today, yesterday and forever” (Hebrew 13:8). He changes not (Malachi 3:6).  WANT MORE? GOD HAS SO MUCH MORE FOR OUR LIVES. 

Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
