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“But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them”… 

2 Timothy 3:14

Is it really that time of year again? It is time for school to start back up. Parents are making the final preparations, buying pencils, pens, book bags, and new clothes. Although I finished school many years ago, I have never really stopped learning. School really isn’t over when we finish twelve years of public education or four years at a university and then perhaps even more. We really never stop going to school. Some may have had to learn in what we call “The School of Hard Knocks”. Maybe you have been to that school! Lessons learned there are learned the hard way, usually because of our own stubbornness. 


When we think of “learning”, many times we associate it with education or school. To learn is to acquire knowledge of or skill in by study, instruction, or experience. Life is a process of learning. When I was a teenager, I thought there was nothing else to learn, because I thought I had all of the answers.  After years passed and maturity came, I realized now how little I knew then. Someone once said, “When I was seven I thought my dad knew everything, when I turned seventeen I couldn’t believe how dumb my father was but when I turned twenty seven I couldn’t believe how wise my father had become in ten years”. 

I have been learning all of my life in The School of Life. After 52 years there are still lessons that I need to learn. Learning is a life long process and will continue until I graduate.

In The School of Life there are plenty of lessons to learn. Many of the lessons no one can teach us. We have to learn them on our own. When I first became a parent, no one handed me a manual on being a father. If they had, I am sure there were many things that would not have been covered in the manual.  Even now after twenty three years of fatherhood and three children later, I am still learning what it means to be a dad. This is often true in all areas of our life. We never really stop learning.
Basically, there are three main ways we learn as we are enrolled in the school of life. First we learn by experience. There are some things we can only learn by doing them or going through the experiences of life. It is life’s every own “on the job training”. Sometimes we experience failure in order to know how to succeed.  
Thomas Edison failed over 10,000 times before he was successful at inventing the electric light bulb. When Thomas Edison was interviewed by a young reporter who asked Mr. Edison if he felt like a failure and if he thought he should just give up. Perplexed, Edison replied, "Young man, why would I feel like a failure? And why would I ever give up? I now know definitively over 9,000 ways that an electric light bulb will not work. Success is almost in my grasp." And shortly after that, and over 10,000 attempts, Edison invented the light bulb.

In Genesis 30:27 we find a man by the name of Laban.  He says, “I have learned by experience”. Even though Laban was not considered a righteous man, he had learned that his experience with Jacob, who was blessed by God, that he too had been blessed. God had caused the flocks of Laban to increase simply because the blessings of God were upon Jacob. 

Second, we learn by example. I am often amused as I see young children imitating the actions of mom or dad.  Sometimes I respond in horror when see parents role modeling before their children actions and attitudes that will have adverse affects upon them. First Corinthians10:11 states that the things which happened in the Old Testament era happened as examples and for our admonition. We can learn from the actions of others. That is why it is always important to develop good character, because character counts! Learn from those who do right and emulate them; learn from those who do wrong and avoid their mistakes.
Third, we learn by examination. Much of what we learn is simply by good ole hard work. As we apply or hearts and minds to study we learn. As we examine the facts, weight the evidence, we come to conclusions by deductive reason. We base what we know and believe upon research and study.  In order to prove or disprove a deduction we use the rationale of examination. This is why the Apostle Paul told us to “study to show your self approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”. (1 Timothy 2:15)
In The School of Life there are mistakes we will make. I do not know a person who has always gotten an “A” on every assignment in their school work. Every one of us has made their share of mistakes in life. It is good to know that just because we have failed, failure does not have to be final. We can recover from failure. The Bible is full of examples of individuals who failed but learned from the mistakes they made. Elijah failed God miserably when he ran for his life in fear of Jezebel. He felt so badly about his failure that he asked God to take his life from him (1 Kings 17). King David failed God but repented (Psalm 51). Simon Peter failed the Lord and even denied Him three times (John 13:38). He too felt so badly that he went out and wept bitterly (Matthew 26:75). When we make mistakes in life there is a God Who is ready to forgive and restore us. First John chapter one verse nine says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”. Regardless what mistakes we may have made in life, keep in mind that with God’s help we can rebound and recover from failure.

As in school there are teachers, so is there a Teacher in the school of Life. While there are many things we can learn from different teachers there is only one true Teacher of life, Jesus Christ. In John chapter three a man by the name of Nicodemus came to Jesus and said, “We know that You are a Teacher who has come from God” (John 3:2). Jesus then taught Nicodemus that in order to see the kingdom of God one would have to be born again. In John three sixteen Jesus tells Nicodemus that “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). Of course the greatest lesson one can learn in life is the fact that they are in need of a Savior. “We have all sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). God has sent His son into the world to be the “propitiation (sacrifice) for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world” (1 John 2:2).
One day we will all graduate from this life. The question that remains to be asked on the final test of life is, “Have you trusted Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior?” 
Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072. SPECIAL NOTE: BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER OUR WORSHIP SERVICES WILL START AT 10:30 A.M. 

