The Thirst of God
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Notice the title of today’s thought is not “The Thirst for God” but “The Thirst of God”. In John 4 Jesus came to a well just outside the city of Samaria, we read, “A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” Have you ever wondered what God may thirst for? There are two times in the scriptures that record our Lord being thirsty. Both of these events are in the book of John. We are familiar with the words of Christ from the cross when Jesus cried out, “I thirst” (John 19:28). Many theologians and bible scholars have attempted to spiritualize these words to mean that He was thirsting for the souls of men to come to Him and be saved. This was indeed the desire of His heart and it would not be wrong to apply this meaning to Jesus on the cross. However, I am not sure that this is the intended meaning. Jesus had hung upon the cross for hours and He had lost great amounts of blood. No doubt he was indeed physically thirsty.

The scripture before us in John 4:7 reveals Jesus’ thirst.  Jesus had been traveling the dusty roads of Palestine and had become thirsty. Verse three and four of the same chapter says, “He left Judea and departed again to Galilee.  But He needed to go through Samaria.” The distance from Judea to Galilee is about 120 miles. Jesus had traveled as far as Samaria, a distance of about 50 miles or a three days journey. Verse six says, “Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. Jesus knew that someone would come along eventually that could draw water from the well. 
We do know from scripture that God uses this analogy to show man’s desire for God. King David says, “As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God” (Psalm 42:1, 2). Then on another occasion King David states, “My soul thirsts for You; my flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water, I have looked for You in the sanctuary, to see Your power and Your glory (Psalm 63:1, 2). This is an analogy speaking of a spiritual longing after God. But does not God have similar longings for mankind? Does He not long to move in our midst, to bless our lives, to save those enslaved in sin, to heal those who hurt and are sick and to seek to set men free from all forms of bondage? Is God not a seeker of men (Luke 19:10)?
In John chapter four, we see our Lord requesting a drink of water to satisfy a thirst. (As I ponder this moment in our Master’s life, I can’t help but wonder, what is it in our lives that God thirst or longs to do in us?) What would be His greatest desire? What would be the thing He would want most for our lives? Is our desire for our lives the same as His desire for our lives? For a moment let us consider what it is that our Lord may spiritually thirst after in our lives. Perhaps one of the longings of our Lord’s heart is that we would love Him and give Him the place of honor in our lives that He deserves. He knows that we often draw from the well of life that can not satisfy the deepest longings of our heart. (I believe God’s thirst is for us to draw from Him as the living well of life!)
Empty wells of life
While the well from which the woman in this story was drawing water may have given her a temporary satisfaction, it could not quench the thirst inside of her longing heart. She came to this well in the middle of the day long after the other more noble women of her day had already come and gone earlier in the morning. The fact she was there now and at the well outside the city gates reveals that she was a woman with a story. It was perhaps the story of having been with several different men. Most likely she would have been considered among the socially undesirables. Her heart longed for meaning and purpose! She felt empty on the inside and sought to fill that void with empty wells that can never satisfy. Jesus knew this woman was longing, thirsting for something of meaning in her life and He says to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water (John 4:10). To which the woman responds to Jesus, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water?  Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?”  Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:11 -14). Now Jesus had her attention! Notice what she said next. “The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw” (John 4:15)
The empty wells of relationships did not satisfy.
The woman at the well in this story was thirsty for something more than the water she drew. She had gone from relationship to relationship looking for something that would satisfy the empty thirst inside of her. The wells of human relationships had failed her. Fleshly fulfillment can never satisfy the cravings and longings of the human heart. She had searched for meaning in relationships with men.  She had already been with five men and the man with whom she now lived was not her husband. Her heart longed for something else. How often do individual seek for significance in a relationship or find their sense of meaning in someone else? How often are we prone to fulfill our lives by searching in all the wrong places? This woman felt like she had to have a man in order to be somebody! What she did not realize is the same thing that many people today fail to understand! Our meaning and purpose in life is not defined by things, people or earthly pursuits. 
The empty wells of religion did not satisfy.

When Jesus pointed out the fact that she had been with several men but was still empty on the inside she quickly became religious. She perceived that Jesus must be a prophet (John 4:19). She at once began to engage Him in an ancient long debate between the Samarians and the Jews about the place where one ought to worship (John 4:20). (How typical of religious wells! We debate things that have little or no ability to minister to a hurting heart.) (Personally, I am tired of any religion that can’t minister to hurting hearts! What we need is not more religion but a true relationship with God that can satisfy the emptiness of individual’s lives. This will never be found in the dry wells of religion.) Religious wells will leave you empty and the only thing you will have to hold on to during a crisis is some debatable issue of church doctrine. 
Jesus quickly settled the distraction of her hurting heart. He focused upon a personal relationship with God that causes a response of the human heart to worship the Father in spirit and truth. This is God’s thirst! God longs to so touch our lives that we immediately leave the water pots from which we have used to draw from the empty wells of life, relationships and religion at the place we encounter Jesus. What Jesus offered to her and to us was not religion but a relationship with God! From that moment on, this woman was never the same. Read the rest of the chapter for yourself and see how God used her to bring change to the place she lived. Is this not what God desires of us? Is this not the thirsting and longing of God’s heart today? 
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