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We are living in a time where the religious trend is to avoid doctrinal issues that cause division. The early church fathers and Christian reformers would possibly turn over in their graves if they knew some of the things that are being embraced as Christian truth today. I am often amazed at how ready some are to come together under the umbrella of conformity for the sake of unity. However, those who profess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Master must not be so quick to heed to every wind of doctrine that comes along. The Apostle Paul warns us that we must not be tossed to and fro with every new religious idea that comes down the pike. Those who do are often caught in the sleight of men and cunning craftiness and are deceived (Ephesians 4:14). 
So how does one know whether or not a religious doctrine is truly Christian or bears the fruit of unbiblical foreign ideologies? 

Let’s look at what the Bible has to say about false teachers and false doctrine. The Apostle Peter said there were false prophets also among the people even as there will be false teachers among us today who privately will bring in damnable heresies (1 Peter 2:1). According to Jesus, false teachers may even appear righteous and what they say may seem right (Matthew 7:15). It is for this reason that John said to “try the spirits” because many false prophets and teacher have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1). The test that John spoke of in this verse is that if one could not say that Jesus Christ (God) had come in the flesh that teaching was not of God. 

In an age of pluralism of religious thought, adherence to the fundamental truths of scripture may for some seem out dated or old fashion. However, the word of God (The Holy Bible) is the only truly proven oracle that mankind can rely upon as the dependable word of God. It is in light of the Holy Scripture that we must measure all other sources of religious thought. Generally, false teachers follow a basic departure from orthodox Christianity. 

1. The very first question that one should ask is, “What is their source of authority?” Orthodox Christianity teaches that the Holy Bible, consisting of the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments is the only word of God. It is a divine revelation and the original manuscripts were verbally inspired by the Holy Spirit. According to 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:21 the Bible is absolute in authority, it is complete in revelation, final in content, and infallible in its statements. Many false teachers will usually say that they believe in the Holy Bible however, in reality they believe other sources of authority in addition to and often of greater authority than the Bible

2. The second question to ask is, “What is their belief of God?” From the church’s conception it has always believe in distinct personalities in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and these three Persons are one God, the same in substance, eternally equal in power and glory (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah. 6:8; Matthew. 28:19; 1 Corinthians . 8:6; 2 Corinthians 13:14; 1 John. 5:7).

3. Next, we should ask, “Who do they say Jesus Christ is?” Jesus Himself said, “For if you believe not that I am He (the Messiah-Savior of the world), you shall die in your sins.” The Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ is the most important message of the gospel. At some point a false teacher will always deviate concerning the person of Jesus Christ. 

According to scripture, Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, that is, He is Himself God. He took upon Himself our human nature. He was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, lived a sinless life. He died upon the cross as a substitutionary sacrifice for the sin of all mankind. He died and arose bodily the third day in the body in which He was crucified. He ascended into heaven in a body glorified, where He is now, interceding as High Priest for all who believe in Him. He will come again personally, bodily, and visibly to set up His kingdom and to judge the quick and the dead (Colossians 1:15; Philippians 2::5-8; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 24; 1 Peter 2:24, 25; Hebrews 4:14-16; Acts 1:9-11; 2:31-36; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18; Matthew 25:31-46; Revelation 11:15-17; 20:4-6, 11-15). 
4. Then, we need to ask, “What is their view of man?” It is critical to understand how God views man, and not as man thinks of himself.

According to the Bible, Adam was created in the image of God, he had freedom of his own will, but fell into sin, which resulted in being separated from God, and in that sense, is lost. This is true of all men, since Adam was the head of all mankind. The scripture sates, by one man sin entered the world, resulting in death entering the world, and so death was passed upon all man, so all have sinned. Jesus said, “Except a man be born again, he cannot enter the kingdom of God”. Man can not atone for his own sin but Christ who His own self bore the sins of all of mankind in His own body on the tree (the cross). The final judgments of the wicked and unbelieving and the reward of the righteous are everlasting. (Genesis 1:26, 27; 3:1-13; Romans 3:10, 23; 5:12; 7:18; 2 Corinthians 11:3; Acts 13:38, 39; 4:12; John 3:16; Matthew 25:46; 2 Corinthians 5:1; Ephesians 2:8, 9; 2 Thessalonians. 1:7-10).

5. Finally, it is important to ask, “What is their belief about salvation?” Salvation is a gift of God. It comes by grace, through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ alone. Jesus died a voluntary and substitutionary death upon the cross at Calvary as a once and for all sacrifice for sin. Those who receive Jesus Christ by faith alone have their sins forgiven and are born into the family of God by the Holy Spirit. They become children of God and are made new creatures in Christ Jesus (Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8, 9; Hebrews 10:10-12; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:23-24; Ephesians 1:7; John 1:12, 13; 2 Corinthians 5:17
There will always be those who desire to introduce some new doctrine and even use scripture as a pretext to back up what they teach. It is important that one knows what and why they believe what they do. Paul said, “If I or an angel comes preaching any other gospel, let him be accursed. 
Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
