Bible Basics: What Is God Like?

Pastor Dan Southern
Isaiah 55:8, 9 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your way and my thoughts are higher than your thoughts”.
Have you ever wondered what God is like? Most people have at one time or another. The concept of God is mysterious to the natural mind. Therefore, mankind has often attempted to define God in terms he can understand. A study of the primitive religions reveals that mankind has created for themselves images of God that are shaped like four footed beast and creeping things (Romans 1:23). Ancient Egyptians imagined God to be fashioned like birds (falcon especially), cattle and even frogs. 

Our ability to understand God and know what God is like defies definition. The human finite mind cannot fully comprehend God in His totality. Job 9:10 says that God “does great things beyond our understanding and wonders beyond measure”. Isaiah asked the question, “to whom then will you compare God or to what will you say He is like?” (Isaiah 40:18). It is impossible for mere humans to grasp the greatness and awesomeness of God. However, God has attempted to reveal Himself to mankind. He has done so through what is known as general revelation. The natural world in which we live show the creative acts of God (Acts 14:15-17; Romans 1:19-23). In addition, as stated in previous articles, God has revealed Himself through the human conscience (Romans 2: 14-16). Secondly, God has revealed Himself through what is called special revelation. This includes such things as miracles (Joshua 10:12-14; 2 Kings 6), fulfilled prophesy (Isaiah 43:28-45; Ezra 1: 1-4; Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1), Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1; John 1:8) and through the Holy Scriptures (which we will address in a separate article). 
In an effort to describe what God is like special words have been created to explain Him. 

1. God is Omnipresent. This simply means that God is present in all places at all times. God does not dwell within the confines of time and space alone as we do. His greatness expands beyond the boundaries of dwelling within the measurement of time. He fills all of eternity (Psalms 90:2). Isaiah 57:15 says that He inhabits eternity. Often He is addressed in Scriptures as the eternal God, the eternal King or the eternal One (Deuteronomy 33:27; 1 Timothy 1:17). What this means is that God is just as present yesterday as He is today (Hebrews 13:8). He is also just as present tomorrow, next week, next year, last week and last year as He is today. There is never a time when God has not existed. His existence fills all time past, present and future. He is from everlasting to everlasting (Genesis 21:33; Isaiah 40:28; Psalm 90:2). 
This also means that there is not a place that He does not dwell. He is everywhere present. There is nowhere we can go where God is not there. His existence is so great that He not only fills all of time but all of space as well (Psalm 139: 7-11). It must be said that God’s presence is not always in the same measure or portion in all places. He is especially with those who have placed their faith and hope in Him in a more personal way (Hebrew 13:5, 6; Matthew28:20). Sometimes God’s presence is not always favorable. The Scripture teaches that His face is against those who do evil (Psalm 34:16). God is also present in the heart of the redeemed, regenerated and the righteous man in a way that He is not in the sinner (Ephesians 3:17). 

2. God is an Omniscience God. This means that God knows all things and there is not anything in which He does not know. He is so complete in His knowledge that He even knows the things that do not exist. He knows all things that will happen and the things that could happen but never will. He is identified in Scripture as the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last and the Author and Finisher of our faith (Revelation 1:8; Hebrews 12:2) and He already knows the ways and choices of man before they are made. He knows what we will do before we ever do it. The Bible says that He understands our thoughts before they are ever formed in our minds (Psalm 139:2). He also knows the things we could do but never will. This is known in the Bible as God’s foreknowledge (Romans 8:29, 30). Since He already exist in the future as well as in the present and past (Omnipresence of God), God predestines His will based upon His absolute knowledge.
3. God is also an Omnipotent God. This means that there is not anything that God cannot do. God is able to do anything He wills or wishes (Psalm 115:3; Job 42: 5). Since He is also holy (Leviticus 11:44) and without sin or fault, He wills not to do anything contrary to His nature. God is complete in His ability and power, so complete that it is His existence that causes all other things to exist. Hebrews 1:3 says that He holds all things together by His power. God is what holds the universe together. 

His omnipotence (ability to do all things – has all power) also speaks of his sovereignty – absolute rule (2 Chronicles 29: 11- 12). He is the ultimate and final authority over all the affairs of the universe. Nothing escapes His attention or control. He may choose to allow things to happen such as the patterns of the weather or for mankind to choose to remain in their sins or to accept His gift of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ but this does not limit His sovereignty. As a matter of fact, this speaks of the greatest of His sovereignty and omnipotence. If He is all powerful (Genesis 18:14), powerful in ways our mind cannot begin to comprehend or understand, then does it not stand to reason that God can extend His grace and loving kindness to all who will accept Him in faith?
What does this mean to us today? It means that God is God, not man! We cannot fully understand His ways and this is one of the reason we must exercise faith. It means He is always closer to us then we often think. He is near to those who call out to Him in faith (Romans 10:9, 10; Jeremiah 33:3). He knows everything you need and everything there is to know about you even down to how much hair you have on your head (Matthew 10:30) or the lack thereof. He is also able to do for you what you cannot do for yourself. Hebrews 7:25 says, He is able to save them unto the uttermost that come unto God by Jesus Christ. 
Why not make the choice today to get to know this God? Find out what He is really like. It is as simple as A.B.C. Admit that you are a sinner in need of His forgiveness, Believe that Jesus Christ died for your sins and Confess your sins to Him and ask for His forgiveness. 
Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at 11 a.m. or 6 p.m. You may also visit our web page at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
