What is wrong with People?

Pastor Dan Southern

The foolishness of a man twists his way…. Proverbs 19:3
I am constantly amazed at how foolish we humans can be! I am sure that some have seen the show, “America’s Funniest Videos”. I am often entertained at some of the stupid things that can happen. I am even more amazed at how dumb some people can be in the show “Fear Factor” or should I call it “Stupid Factor”. Sometimes we have to stop and ask ourselves, “What’s wrong with people?”
There are times while I am reading the paper or watching the news that I have to ask myself, “What were they thinking?” Well, if the true be known we have all made some foolish mistakes in life, but sometimes I have to admit that the things individuals do leave me with more questions than answers. The study of human behavior often begins with attempting to find out why people do some of the things they do that simply doesn’t make any sense to the rest of us who consider ourselves “normal” (I am using that term lightly). Why do people do the things they do? This is a question that has been posed by philosophers, psychologist, criminologist, behavior specialist and the general public alike. 
According to the Bible, mankind was created in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:26, 27). Man was made from the dust of the earth and God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul (Genesis 2:7). He was the crowning work of God’s creation and given the authority to have dominion over the earth (Genesis 1:26). After God finished creating mankind He pronounced that “it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). Man had been made in the very image of God. That is, he had an intellect, emotions and a will. There was a deep sense of God-consciences in man that was not prevalent in the animal kingdom. Adam’s intelligence is demonstrated by the fact that God brought all the animals He had created to Adam to see what he would name them (Genesis 2:19, 20). Adam also had a great knowledge of horticulture, responsibility, and an understanding of his surroundings and boundaries as God placed him in the Garden of Eden to care for it and instructed him not to eat of the tree in the middle of the Garden (Genesis 2:15-17). Thus, we (mankind) were created with ability to make good decisions and choices. 
Mankind made his first wrong (foolish) decision when he chose not to follow God’s instructions for his life (Genesis 3:6). Instead, he thought he knew what was best for his life without God’s insight and made a fatal mistake. He took the one fruit that was forbidden by God for him to take. The result of this act of Adam’s free will against God brought the consequences of sin’s curse upon the human race (Romans 5:12). The image of God inside of man was marred. He could no longer make the moral righteous choice he had been created with the ability to do (Ephesians 2: 1-3). Man had fallen into sin and inherited a sin nature from Adam and since that time sin has rule the un-regenerated heard of mankind (Romans 5:14; Romans 3:10, 23; Jeremiah 17:9; Psalms 58:3; Isaiah 53: 6). 
Mankind has attempted to correct the problem of the human race through education, behavior modification, social norm-ing and legislation. While these are worthy elements of social importance they fall far short from changing what is really wrong with mankind. The basic problem facing us is a problem from inside the human heart. It is more than a moral or education problem. It is more than a legislation problem: it is a spiritual problem. “The heart of our problems is the problem of the heart”. Jesus said, “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things.  But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the Day of Judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matthew 12:34-37). 
When the heart of man is changed and made righteous in the sight of God, it will affect every other area of human life. THE GREATEST NEED OF OUR DAY IS TO TURN OUR HEARTS TOWARD GOD! Let us seek His forgiveness from our disobedience. Let us confess and forsake our sinful ways and live in righteousness. Let us do as the prophet of old wrote of God’s admonition, “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14). Only then can we see the needed changes in our society. What is wrong with people can only be made right by what God can do in our lives! We were created and made to be in harmony with Him and His ways. When we are out of a right relationship with God, we can not but do only foolish things. (I am not advocating that those who participate in television game shows or who sometimes do foolish things are out of connection with God. The point I am attempting to stress in this article is that a life lived outside of what God would desire for their lives is one of the most foolish mistakes a person can make! In addition, I do support education, legislation and many of the other social responsibilities required to live in harmony with our fellowman.) However, our greatest need is a change in our hearts that reflects our purpose of being created in God’s likeness. This is found in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

What is wrong with people? All have sinned (Roman 3:23) and are in need of forgiveness (Roman 6:23). God can give you hope! God can help you find your purpose and direction in life!  Want to know more? Worship with us this Sunday at the Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. Service times are Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. You may visit us on line at www.centrevillechurch.org or you may call the church office at 410-758-3072.
