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What must I do to be saved? (Bible Basics) Acts 16:25-34
What must I do to be saved? Here in the simple form is the question to which every man must learn the answer, or spend eternity lost, away from God, suffering the torments of the damned! Thank God, this question is asked and answered in the Word of God so simply that every person can understand it. Paul and Silas were in jail in the city of Philippi and at midnight they sang and prayed until God broke down all the doors and broke the stocks which held their feet, with a mighty earthquake. The poor jailer, frightened and convicted of his sins, came to these two preachers and asked this question. Acts 16:29-31 reads,  "Then he called for a light and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved, and your household will be saved also."
"What must I do to be saved?" "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved"! This is God's plan of salvation, the only plan He has for every man, woman and child who was ever born into the world.

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? This is the single most important question anyone can ever ask. Our souls will exist for eternity but on the Day of Judgment when Jesus Christ judges all who have ever lived, He will divide the saved from the unsaved. The saved will go to eternal life while the unsaved will go to eternal punishment (Matthew 25:31-46). 

First, what does it mean to be saved or unsaved? The word ‘saved’ is an old Biblical term for the meaning that one has embraced the salvation offer that is found in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Mankind stands guilty of committing sin. Sin is an affront to God because God is holy and sin is rebellion against the holiness and character of God. Sin had its beginning with Lucifer, one of God’s angels who rebelled in heaven (Isaiah 14:12-15) and a third of the angels rebelled with him (Revelation 12:7-9). God cast Lucifer out of heaven and now he is called Satan or the devil meaning ‘the adversary of God, the deceiver’ (Luke 10:18). He is determined to destroy mankind so he used deception in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-7) and mankind fell into sin. Every since that time man too has been in rebellion with God. Satan now blinds the minds of those who do not believe in the hope that they will not understand the gospel message and turn to God in repentance (2 Corinthians 4:4). Those who have not repented of their sins and turned to God in obedient faith through Jesus Christ are the unsaved, the damned, and the ones headed for eternal destruction (Revelation 20:11-15; 22:14, 15).  
The Bible teaches, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). So everyone is in need of salvation. Salvation comes only through Jesus Christ. And “salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men through whom we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). Religion won’t save us, being a good person won’t save us or being a member of a church will not save us. To be saved we must: Hear the “good news” (i.e. the gospel) of Jesus Christ (Romans 10:14), Believe from our heart,(Hebrews 11:6; Acts 8:37; Mark 16:16; John 8:24) Repent of our sins, (Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30; Mark 10:15)and confess faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 8:36-37; Romans 10:9). Only then are we ‘saved’. We are saved from the consequences of our sins, saved from the judgment of sin, saved from eternal punishment and saved from a lifetime of remorse and wasted living. 
Belief is where it all begins (notice I said "begins," not "ends). Hence, we read: "And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved, and your household will be saved also" (vs. 31). Since faith or belief comes by hearing the word of God, Paul and Silas presented the word of God to the jailer (vs. 32). The jailor then repented of his sins and joined company with Paul and Silas (vs. 33). Repentance is necessary in salvation to be ‘saved’ (Luke 13: 3, 5 and Acts 17: 30, 31). Repentance is a change of mind or will that is brought about by godly sorrow and leads to reformation of life (Matt. 21: 29; Rom. 2: 4; 2 Corinthians 7: 10, 11).

Confession of sin and of Jesus Christ is required of the non-Christian in order to be saved (Rom. 10: 9, 10; Acts 8: 37). Verse 33 of our text says this jailor was then baptized and verse 34 says He believed in the Lord with his entire house.

What must we do then to be saved? 

1. Confess that you are a sinner and that you cannot save yourself. "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…" (Romans 3:23). This means that even though you try to do your best, you still fall short because you are a sinner. Romans 6:23 says that "the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." Salvation is the gift of God to you. That's the way He planned it.

2. Confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, He is the Son of God, and that He alone can save you. "Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). The Bible declares, "For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men–the testimony given at its proper time" (1Timothy 2:5-6). Isaiah 53:6 says that "We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all." Jesus took our sins upon Himself when He died on the cross. He paid the penalty for our sins so that we would not have to. He was raised from the dead, showing that He has victory of sin and death. Romans 10:9 say, "If you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved."

3. Acknowledge that salvation will be yours if you put your faith in Jesus Christ. Ephesians 2:8 says that "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith–and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God–not by works, so that no one can boast." By accepting the grace of God offered to us we can then place our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for our salvation.  When we place our faith in Christ you will be saved by faith alone–there is nothing more for you to do.

4. Ask Jesus Christ to come into your life and be your Savior and Lord from this day forward. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says that "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!" This is what is known as "new life in Christ," or as John 3:3 puts it, being "born again."

Accepting Christ is the beginning. As we learn in Colossians 2:6-7, "Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness." After accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, be obedient by following Him in baptism and by uniting with the church. When you do, you will find that life truly does have new purpose and meaning.

Please visit us this Sunday at the Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. Worship times are Sunday at 11:a.m. and 6:p.m. You may visit us on the web to more at www.centrevillechurch.org or you may call the church office at 410-758-3072.

