Matthew 16:13-19 -  Who is Jesus? Part One 

Pastor Dan Southern

Strange isn’t it? The very person who came to unite humanity is the cause of division by some. Ask different individuals who is Jesus and you may get a verity of answers. His place in history and the hearts of people evoke varied responses. However, this isn’t anything new. His identity has been the subject of debate since He walked the sandy shores of Galilee. Who is this person?  You see, knowing who Jesus is, is more important than any other knowledge in the world. When Jesus asks, "But whom do you say that I am?" he is asking the most important question you will ever be asked in your life! Because what you determine about Jesus will determine where you spend eternity. 
Let us consider this question! First, who did the Pharisees say that Jesus was? Understand that this group of Jewish leaders had failed to interpret prophecy properly and were blinded in their hearts because of unbelief and selfishness (John 1:12; Matthew 13:15). As they approached Jesus they did so with contempt (John 11:46, 47). In John 9:24 they called him a sinner. In John 8:41 they said he was an illegitimate child. In Matthew 12:24 they said he had a devil. In John 10:20 some said he was a mad man and in Matthew 27:38 – 34 there were those who looked upon him with scorn.  Needless to say he was not well liked among the ruling religious class in Jerusalem. 
Second, some of the general public had no idea who Jesus was. Some thought he was John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ (Luke 3:4). Herod believed this, that Jesus was John the Baptist raised from the dead (Matthew 14:1, 2). Others thought Jesus was Elijah who was the greatest of all the Old Testament prophets. The Jews were expecting Elijah to return just before Messiah came, Malachi 4:5.Therefore some believed that Jesus was simply the forerunner but not the Messiah. Some thought that maybe Jesus was Jeremiah, a holy prophet who was expected to return to earth just before the Messiah came. According to  tradition found in the Apocryphal books (not recognized as scripture by fundamental evangelicals) Jeremiah was supposed to bring with him the Tabernacle, the Ark of the Covenant and the Altar of Incense which he had hidden in Mount Nebo before he died, 2 Maccabees 2:1-12; 2 Esdres 2:18. Others however were not as definite about who Jesus was. They just assumed he was one of the prophets. 
While it is commendable that all of these views elevated Jesus above the status of an ordinary man however, they show that the Jews at least believed Him to be a great man, even a holy man, but their views of him fall far short of what is required for salvation. 
Third, let’s look at some of the present views of who Jesus is. Just as men had opinions concerning the identity of Jesus Christ in His day, they still do today. Here are a few present views of who Jesus is. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses believe, “Michael the Archangel is no other than the only begotten Son of God, now Jesus Christ. (New Heavens and New Earth, pp. 30- 31) The Mormons (The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints) believe "…Jesus, our elder brother was begotten in the flesh by the same character that was in the Garden of Eden, and who is our father in Heaven." (Journal of Discourses; Vol. 1, pp. 50-51.) "…that Lucifer the son of the morning is our elder brother, and the brother of Jesus." (Apostle B. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, pp. 163-164.) "Jesus was married at Cana of Galilee and had many wives, including Mary and Martha, he also had man children." (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 1, pp. 345-346; Vol. 2, pp. 79-82; Vol. 4, pp. 259-260; The Seer, p. 172). The Unification Church – (The Moonies) teach that, “It is plain that Jesus is not God Himself” (Divine Principle pp.210, 211). Islam says "Jesus was no more than a mortal whom Allah favored and made and example to the Israelites. They are unbelievers who say God is Messiah, Mary's son"(Sura 43:59). The Jesus Seminar - A group of liberal scholars that meet to decide which of Christ's words are authentic. They deny some 80% of the words of Jesus. Only 15% of the sayings of Christ are considered to be absolutely accurate by the Jesus Seminar. The Jewish Talmud - Jewish writings that detail how Jews are to live their lives, has the following things to say about Jesus. "She who was the descendant of princes and governors played the harlot with carpenters." (Sanhedrin, 106a) "Miriam (Mary)… had sexual relations with many men.", (Shabbeth 104b) "Jesus was executed because He practiced Sorcery", (Sanhedrin 43a) "Jesus is in Hell being boiled in hot excrement." (Giffin 57a) The Jewish Encyclopedia pictures Jesus as "blind in one eye and lame in one foot. 

Forth, let us read what past world leaders have said who Jesus was. Napoleon Bonaparte said “Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and myself founded empires; but what foundation did we rest the creations of our genius? Upon force! Jesus Christ founded an empire upon love; and at this very hour millions of men would die for Him.” Blaise Pascal, the French Mathematician, Philosopher and Physicist, 1623 – 1662 said about him, “Without Jesus Christ man must be in vice and misery; with Jesus Christ man is free from vice, misery, darkness, death despair.” Mahatma Gandhi, Indian political leader (1869-1948) said, “A man who was completely innocent, offered himself as a sacrifice for the good of others, including his enemies, and became the ransom of the world. It was a perfect act." Albert Einstein, physicist and atheist (1879-1955) states concerning Jesus. “As a child I received instruction both in the Bible and in the Talmud. I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the luminous figure of the Nazarene....No one can read the Gospels without feeling the actual presence of Jesus. His personality pulsates in every word. No myth is filled with such life." Sholem Asch, the Jewish author (1880-1957) wrote,"Jesus Christ is to me the outstanding personality of all time, all history, both as Son of God and as Son of Man. Everything he ever said or did has value for us today and that is something you can say of no other man, dead or alive. There is no easy middle ground to stroll upon. You either accept Jesus or reject him." Karl Barth makes this observation, “Jesus does not give recipes that show the way to God as other teachers of religion do. He is himself the way.” 
Perhaps the British author, C.S. Lewis said it best.  "A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic - on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg - or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God; or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.
Fifth, let us look at what Simon Peter says about Him in this text. Empathically, he calls Him “the Christ, the son of the living God”. The gospels of Mark and Luke also record this great statement (Mark 8:29, Luke 9:20). William Barclay (1907-1978), the famous Scottish Greek scholar states, “The word Messiah and the word Christ are the same word; the one is the Hebrew and the other is the Greek for ‘The Anointed One’…. “The Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed One is God’s Divine King over men”. John Gills, in his Exposition of the Bible who preached in the same church as C. H. Spurgeon over one hundred years earlier states that when Peter said, “Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God: (It was)a short, but a very full confession of faith, containing the following articles: as that there is a God, that there is but one God; that he is the living God, has life in himself, is the fountain of life to others, and by this is distinguishable from the idols of the Gentiles: that Jesus is the Christ, the Christ of God, the true Messiah, that was promised by God, prophesied of by all the prophets, from the beginning of the world, and expected by the people of God: a character that includes all his offices, of prophet, priest, and king, to which he is anointed by God; and that this Messiah was not a mere man, but a divine person, the Son of God; not by creation, as angels and men are, nor by adoption, as saints, nor by office, as magistrates, but by nature, being his own Son, his proper Son, the only begotten of the Father, of the same nature with him, being one with him, and equal to him”. And lastly, A.T. Robertson, a renowned scholar of the Greek New Testament, says, “This great confession of Peter means that he and the other disciples believe in Jesus as the Messiah”. 
Finally, what is our personal decision about who Jesus is? I challenge you to search it out for your self. If He really is the Messiah, the Christ, The Son of the living God then we must ask one more question. To whom shall we go? (John 6:68) For this same verse says “He has the words of eternal life!” Do you know Christ as the only hope of redemption for mankind? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may also visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org. Service time is at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday. 410-758-3072
