You Shall Call His Name Jesus
Pastor Dan Southern
The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and declared unto him, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21). 
Names are important. Most people do not like it when someone can not remember their name or mispronounces their name. Why? Because our names are often used to define us! When someone speaks our name it makes them think of things that are associated with our lives, like what we do for a living, the type of person we are, the attitudes we process or the image we project. People identify with us by our name.   A name is the title by which one person is designated from another.  It is a way for us to tell people, places and things apart.  In our day, names do not hold much significance.  William Shakespeare said, “A rose by any other name would smell just as sweet.”  For us, names are just a way to tell thing apart.
However, in Old Testament times, a name stood for a person’s “reputation or their fame or failures.”  Parents often gave children names that described the parent’s hopes and future expectations regarding that child.  The word translated “name” in the Old Testament literally means “A mark or a brand.”  People were given the names for a reason.  A study of Bible names often reveals much about the personality of the people mentioned in the Bible.  For instance, David’s name means “Beloved.”  Abraham’s name means “Father of a multitude” and Jacob’s name means “Trickster.”  

Here in our text, the angel mentions the name of Jesus (Matthew 1:21-23).  There is something special about the name Jesus for the angel said, He will save His people from their sins. The name of Jesus means “God (Yahweh) is salvation”. It is a name given to Him by heaven (Matthew 1:21; Luke 1:31).  The name Jesus is a name that has been exalted by God the Father (Philippians 2:9-11).  One day every knee will bow before the name of Jesus and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. Simon Peter declared, “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
I. His name reveals His personality. Here in our text the angel also refers to him as “Emmanuel” (Matthew 1:23). The interpretation is “God with Us”. By calling Jesus “Emmanuel” the angel was powerfully stating the deity of Jesus Christ. To the Jewish mind this statement would have been considered blasphemy. However, since it came from the lips of an angelic being quoting an Old Testament text from the prophet Isaiah, the personality of Christ is firmly established. 
The very same prophet later refers to Jesus by other names that reveal Christ’s personality. Isaiah states concerning the birth of Jesus Christ that, “His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end” (Isaiah 9:6, 7). Did you notice that “He”, “Jesus” would have an everlasting kingdom? If so, then His personality is one like no other. His birth was conceived of the Holy Spirit (a virgin birth). His father was not Joseph the carpenter but God the Father. Matthew 1: 25 states that Joseph “did not have sexual relations with her (Mary) until she gave birth to the son. And Joseph named him Jesus (New Century Version). Thus, having been conceived of the Holy Spirit with an earthy mother (Mary) and a Heavenly Father, He was both man and God at the same time. He was fully God and fully man. 

This also is the teaching of Apostle John when he writes, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made… And the Word (God) became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1: 1-3, 14).
As a result of being born not “of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God, He was born without sin (John 1:13, 1 Peter 2:22). He “is holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners (Hebrews 7:26).  As Jesus taught, the Pharisee sought to accuse Him of some wrong but could not find anything to bring against Him. However, He asked them, “which of you can convict me of sin?” (John 8:46). None were able! Even at His trial they wrongly accuse Him (Matthew 26:59, 60). 
ll. His name reveals His purpose. “He shall save His people from their sins” the angel declared (Matthew 1:21). As we previously stated, the name of Jesus means “God (Yahweh) is salvation”. The name Jesus reveals the desire of God to save sinners.  The Bible teaches that Jesus came not to condemn the world, but to save the world, (John 3:16-18).  Jesus said, “The Son of Man is come into the world to seek and to save that which is lost” (Luke 19:10).This was the heartbeat of God even before the world was formed, (Revelation 13:8; 1 Peter. 1:18-20). The plan of God was conceived in eternity and consummated in time.
The name Jesus reminds us that He came into this world for the sole purpose of setting the “captives” free, (Luke 4:18).  He came for the redemption of the lost, (Titus 2:14). The name Jesus reminds us of the fact that He came into this world to die for our sins.  The only way the sin problem could have been dealt with is through the shedding of innocent blood, (Hebrews 9:22).  Jesus came that He might die on the cross to set us free from sin! Galatians 1:4 states “who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father.
What’s in a name?  If that name is Bill, George, Frank, Sally, Linda and even Pastor Dan or any other name, not very much.  But, if the name is Jesus, everything is in that name!  His name is the source of our salvation.  His name is the hope of our hearts.  His name can break sin’s bondage.  His name can lift the greatest burdens.  His name can comfort the broken heart.  His name is a name worth knowing, because it speaks of a Savior worth loving.  His name is everything.  His name unlocks the door of heaven and closes the gates of Hell.  His name saves the vilest sinner; redeems the blackest soul; and secures the saints.  His name is Jesus, Savior of the world. 
 Want to know more? Visit us this Sunday at Centreville Community Church located on the corner of Spaniard Neck Road and Md. 213. You may visit us on the web at www.centrevillechurch.org or call the church office at 410-758-3072.
